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KCR to chair key meeting with
party functionaries on April 18

Hyderabad: Leader of Opposition and BRS president K Chandrashekhar Rao will chair a meeting of key
party functionaries to take stock of the political scenario in Telangana ahead of the Lok Sabha elections at

Telangana Bhavan on April 18.

He will discuss election strategies and the campaign route map till polling day on May 13.He will also
distribute B forms to party candidates apart from handing over cheques for Rs.95 lakh each towards election

expenses in adherence to prescribed norms.

Madhapur fuels Hyderabad's
office space leasing surge

Hyderabad: Hyderabad has witnessed a surge in leasing activity in the first quarter of 2024. The city’s office
market recorded a healthy gross leasing of 2.5 million square feet (msf), marking an impressive 125 per cent growth
compared to the same period last year, latest Hyderabad office report by Cushman & Wakefield, said.

The prime submarket of Madhapur emerged as the epicenter of leasing activity, dominating with 89 per cent of
quarterly office space leasing.

Hearings on Kavitha's bal
petition po_stponed till April 22
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GNS News Agency, April 16

New Delhi/Hyderabad: The hearing on the regular
bail petition of BRS MLC Kalvakuntla Kavitha, who was
arrested in the Delhi liquor case and is in Tihar Jail, has
been postponed. The Rouse Avenue CBI Special Court
Judge is on leave. With this, her trial was postponed. The
court will hear arguments on April 22 or 23. She has filed
a petition in the court that she is innocent in the liquor
case and the case has been filed against her illegally, so
she should be granted bail. The case was supposed to
be heard on Tuesday, but it was postponed as the judge
was on vacation. Kavitha filed a bail petition on Monday
in the case where she was arrested by the CBI. The hear-
ing will be held on 22.

1,016 candidates clear

UPSC exam, Aditya
Srivastava secures top rank

New Delhi,GNS News Agency, April 16

Aditya Srivastava has topped the prestigious civil
services examination 2023, with Animesh Pradhan and
Donuru Ananya Reddy getting the second and third ranks
respectively, the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) announced on Tuesday.Srivastava qualified the
examination with electrical engineering as his optional
subject.He has done his graduation (Bachelor of Tech-
nology) in electrical engineering from Indian Institute of
Technology (lIT), Kanpur, according to the results of the
civil services examination 2023 announced by the UPSC
on Tuesday.

Animesh Pradhan, a graduate (BTech) in computer
science from National Institute of Technology (NIT)
Rourkela, secured the second rank with sociology as his
optional subject, it said.Donuru Ananya Reddy, who pos-
sesses Bachelor of Arts (Hons) geography, from Miranda
House, Delhi University, stood third in the rank with an-
thropology as her optional subject.A total of 1,016 candi-
dates (664 men and 352 women) have qualified the ex-
amination and have been recommended by the Com-
mission for appointment to various services.Among the
finally qualified candidates, the top five comprises three
men and two women candidates, it said.

P K Sidharth Ramkumar and Ruhani have got fourth
and fifth rank respectively in the civil services
examination.Ramkumar, a Bachelor of Architecture from
College of Architecture in Trivandrum, secured fourth rank
with anthropology as his optional subject.Ruhani, a Bach-
elor of Arts (Hons) in economics from St Stephens Col-
lege, Delhi University, secured the fifth rank with eco-
nomics as her optional subject, according to the results
of the civil services examination 2023.The top 25 candi-
dates comprise 10 women and 15 men.

The civil services examination is conducted annu-
ally in three stages -- preliminary, main and interview --
by the UPSC to select officers of the Indian Administra-
tive Service (IAS), Indian Foreign Service (IFS) and In-
dian Police Service (IPS) among others.Educational quali-
fications of top 25 successful candidates range from
graduation in engineering, humanities, science, com-
merce, business administration, architecture and law from
premier institutions of the country such as IIT, IIM, NIT,
University of Delhi and National Law University among
others.Top 25 successful candidates have opted for sub-
jects like anthropology, chemistry, geography, econom-
ics, electrical engineering, law, history, mathematics,
physics, political science and international relations and
sociology as their optional choice in the written (main)
examination, the UPSC said.The recommended candi-
dates also include 30 persons with benchmark disability
(16 orthopedically handicapped, six visually challenged,
five hearing impaired and three with multiple
disabilities).The civil services (preliminary) examination,
2023 was conducted on May 28 last year. A total of
10,16,850 candidates applied for this examination, out of
which 5,92,141 candidates actually appeared in the
examination.As many as 14,624 candidates qualified for
appearance in the written (main) examination, which was
held in September, 2023.“A total of 2,855 candidates
qualified for the personality test of the examination,” the
Commission said.Of the total 1,016 recommended can-
didates, 347 are from general category, 115 are from
economically weaker sections, 303 from other backward
classes, 165 from Scheduled Castes and 86 from Sched-
uled Tribes, it said.The government has reported 1,143
vacancies -- 180 in IAS, 37 in IPS, 200 in IPS, 613 posts
in different central Group A services and 113 in Group B
services -- to be filled through the civil services examina-
tion 2023, the UPSC saidAs many as 240 candidates
have been put in a reserved list, it said, adding that the
candidature of 355 recommended candidates has been
kept provisional.
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Your efforts will shape nation's future’, PM Modl
wishes successful Civil Services candidates

GNS News Agency,
April 16

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday congratulated the
successful candidates of
the Civil Services exami-
nation, wishing them a
promising career
ahead.Taking to X, PM
Modi said: "I congratulate
all those who have suc-
cessfully cleared the Civil
Services Examination,
2023. Their hard work, per-
severance, and dedication
have paid off, marking the
start of a promising career
in public service. Their ef-
forts will shape the future
of our nation in the times to
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come. My best wishes to

them." | want to tell those
who didn’t achieve the de-
sired success in the Civil
Services Examination- set-
backs can be tough, but
remember, this isn't the end

A

of your journey. There are
chances ahead to succeed
in Exams, but beyond that,
India is rich with opportuni-
ties where your...—
Narendra Modi
(@narendramodi) April 16,

2024The Prime Minister
also had a word of advice
for those who could not
make it this year, saying
there will be more attempts
to succeed."l want to tell
those who didn’t achieve
the desired success in the
Civil Services Examination
- setbacks can be tough, but
remember, this isn't the end
of your journey.

There are chances
ahead to succeed in Ex-
ams, but beyond that, India
is rich with opportunities
where your talents can truly
shine. Keep striving and
exploring the vast possibili-
ties ahead. Wishing you all
the very best," the Prime

Minister said.

Cong and DMK gave away Katchatheevu
island: Modi in Tamil Nadu

GNS News Agency, April 16

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday reiter-
ated his attack against the Dravida Munnetra Kazagham-
Congress combine various fronts including corruption,
dynastic politics and ceding of the Katchatheevu
island.Speaking in Tirunelveli Lok Sabha constituency
on the transfer of the island in 1974 to Sri Lanka, Modi
said, “Congress and DMK gave away Katchatheevu is-
land. For four decades, the people of Tamil Nadu and
India were kept in the dark about the reality of the seces-
sion of the island.” “Our fishermen are still paying for the
deeds of the two political parties,” he added.

The PM once again reached out to the voter base of
the AIADMK by invoking the legacies of party founder
MG Ramachandran (MGR) and his successor J
Jayalalithaa. This is despite the AIADMK cutting off ties
with the BJP last September. “We advocate for honest
governance in Tamil Nadu,” Modi said. “We want to fulfil
the dreams of leaders like MGR. Whereas, DMK uses
every chance to insult MGR. They also insulted
Jayalalithaa ji in the Parliament.”Modi accused the “ide-
ology” of the DMK and Congress, who are key constitu-
ents of the INDIA bloc, of being against Tamil culture. “Be
it Sengol or Jalikattu, DMK and Congress have protested
every initiative that highlights Tamil culture,” Modi said.
“BJP has become the first choice of people who love the
Tamil language and culture. In our manifesto, we have
guaranteed to globalise the Tamil language. We will bring
Tamil heritage sites to the global tourist maps. BJP has
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resolved to build Thiruvalluvar cultural centres across
the world.” BJP released its manifesto on Sunday. “Your
enthusiasm for the BJP is making DMK and INDI Alliance
lose sleep. Tamil Nadu is saying, ‘Phir ek baar, Modi
Sarkar’ (Modi government, once again).”

Modi listed development work done by the NDA re-
gime for Tamil Nadu in the last decade such as providing
Vande Bharat and promising that soon bullet trains will
also run in the south. “The vision of Viksit Tamil Nadu for
a Viksit Bharat has become BJP’s resolution,” Modi said.
He was confident that Tamil Nadu would give the BJP a
good mandate when the state goes to polls during the
first phase on April 19. “This is my last programme in
Tamil Nadu for this election. Based on the places | have
visited here, | can say that Tamil Nadu is going to create
history.”

KTR asks Congress leaders to identify
Revanth Reddy's political leanings

GNS News Agency, April 16

Adilabad: BRS working president KT Rama Rao on
Tuesday dared Congress leaders to say which party Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy belonged to. Reiterating that
Revanth Reddy would be the first to join the BJP after the
Parliament elections, he asked the people to think whether
the Chief Minister was a confidante of Rahul Gandhi or
Narendra Modi.Addressing a party meeting in Adilabad
Parliament segment here, Rama Rao said every vote to
the Congress would ultimately benefit the BJP. He re-
gretted that reservations given to SCs and STs would be
abrogated if the BJP came to power again.

“Is Modi a God for privatising public sector under-
takings? Where has the proposed Bayyaram steel plant
gone? Why is Cement Corporation of India’s sick unit in
Adilabad not revived so far?” he asked.Reiterating that
the BRS would never topple the Congress-led State gov-
ernment, he asked Revanth Reddy to continue in the
post for five years and to keep his poll promises. Ridicul-
ing Revanth Reddy for calling Modi ‘Bade Bhai’, even
while Rahul Gandhi was calling Modi ‘chor’, exposing
the dual standards of the Congress, Rama Rao found
fault with the government for claiming to have fulfilled
jobs even without giving notifications.

The 32,000 jobs for which appointment letters were

handed over by Revanth Reddy to candidates were origi-
nally recruited by the BRS government, he said, also re-
buking the Congress for collecting a fee of Rs.200 from
aspirants of TET.Stating that the BRS had realised ideals
of tribal legend Kumram Bheem by introducing various
developmental programmes and welfare schemes cov-
ering tribals, Rama Rao said the Congress, which was
responsible for the infamous Indervelli firing incident, did
not even tender an apology to the tribals.

ASIshot dead, another injured
after man opens fire on Deli's busy
flyover: accused then kil self

New Delhi, GNS News Agency, April 16

A 44-year-old man, on a shooting spree on a busy
flyover in northeast Delhi, shot dead an Assistant Sub-
Inspector of Delhi Police, while another passerby sus-
tained a bullet injury on Tuesday, an official said.He said
that the assailant then shot himself dead following the
incident. The deceased ASI has been identified as Dinesh
Sharma while the injured identified as Amit Kumar is un-
dergoing treatment at GTB hospital.Police said that
Sharma was posted in the Special Branch of the Delhi
Police and he was travelling on his motorcycle when the
incident occurred on Meet Nagar Flyover.According to
police, a police control room (PCR) call regarding the
incident at Meet Nagar Flyover was received at 11:42
a.m. on Tuesday at Nand Nagri police station following
which a police team rushed to the spot.Upon reaching
the spot, Sharma and Kumar were rushed to GTB hospi-
tal, where Sharma was declared brought dead by the
doctors.Kumar sustained a bullet injury on his waist, from
behind and he was travelling on the Meet Nagar Flyover
on his scooty when the incident occurred.

Telangana's Ananya
Reddy bags 3rd rank in
UPSC exam

GNS News Agency, April 16

Hyderabad: Donuru Ananya Reddy from
Mahabubnagar district has come out with flying colours
clinching third rank in the Civil Services Examination 2023
results, which were announced by the Union Public Ser-
vice Commission (UPSC) on Tuesday. She achieved this
feat in her first attempt itself.Speaking to Telangana To-
day, Ananya Reddy said except for coaching for Anthro-
pology optional in Hyderabad she had self prepared for
the examination.

“After the interview, | expected to be in the final se-
lection list but not the third rank,” said an elated Ananya
Reddy, who graduated with Geography from Miranda
House, a constituent college of the Delhi University.On
her preparation, Ananya Reddy said she went with her
own strategy and studied about 12 to 14 hours a day
before the exam.“Since my childhood | always wanted to
serve the society. So, | took up civil services. In fact, | am
first in my family to get into civil services,” said Ananya
Reddy, whose father is a self-employed and mother, a
homemaker.A total number of 1016 candidates have been
recommended by the UPSC for appointment to Indian
Administrative Service, Indian Foreign Service, Indian Po-
lice Service and Central Services, Group ‘A’ and Group
‘B’.The candidature of 355 recommended candidates has
been kept provisional. Results have been hosted website
http//www.upsc.gov.in. Marks will be available on the
website within 15 days.

Car hits biker. then drives
with victim's body on roof of
vehicle for 18 kmin AP

Ananthapuramu, GNS News Agency, April 16

A car driver in Ananthapuramu, Andhra Pradesh,
collided with a biker and drove for 18 kilometres with the
victim's body on the roof of the vehicle.The driver fled the
scene and is still at large, but a murder case has been
registered, and efforts are underway to apprehend the
driver.A fatal road accident occurred near Kothapalli in
Atmakuru Mandal on Sunday night, resulting in the tragic
death of a biker.

The collision occurred when a car and a bike col-
lided, causing Erriswamy to be thrown into the air and
subsequently onto the car, where he succumbed to his
injuries.The driver of the car continued for approximately
18 kilometres without stopping, eventually coming to a
halt at Hanimireddypalli before fleeing the scene. Au-
thorities are currently piecing together the full sequence
of events surrounding the incident.Sub-Inspector
Atmakuru Muneer Ahmed stated that upon receiving re-
ports of the accident involving an Innova vehicle, law
enforcement officers promptly responded and com-
menced an investigation. However, the body of the de-
ceased biker was not initially located at the sceneThe
driver, whose identity remains unknown at this time, aban-
doned the vehicle after sounding an alarm. Nonetheless,
authorities have obtained relevant details, including the
vehicle's registration number, and have activated the
mobile phone found within the vehicle for further investi-
gation.

Conspiracies are on to eliminate
Owaist brothers: Akbaruddin

GNS News Agency, April 16

Hyderabad: Akbaruddin Owaisi said that Owaisi
brothers are strong in Hyderabad and some people
started conspiracies because they were afraid that they
would not be able to defeat them in the elections. Sensa-
tional remarks were made that conspiracies are being
made to eliminate Owaisi Brothers. He said that some
evil spirits were threatening to kill the duo but they are not
the one to go away so easily.

He said that they could be sent to jail and killed by
slow poison in the name of medicine. Or they expressed
suspicion that they could be shot dead with a gun. How-
ever, MIM's key leader Chandrayanagutta MLA
Akbaruddin made it clear that they will not be afraid of
such things.

No matter how hard anyone tries in Hyderabad, it is
not possible to defeat them. He expressed confidence
that he will win the next election. A video related to
Akbaruddin's comments has now gone viral on social
media.
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No, it's not healthy

THE recent directive from the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry to e-commerce platforms to re-
move Bournvita and similar beverages from the ‘health
drink’ category is a much-needed step towards en-
suring transparency and raising consumer aware-
ness. The move comes after an inquiry by the Na-
tional Commission for Protection of Child Rights re-
vealed that there was no official definition of a ‘health
drink’ under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006.
Earlier this month, the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India had clarified that dairy-, cereal- or
malt-based beverages should not be labelled as
‘health’ or ‘energy’ drinks.Bournvita found itself in the
eye of the storm last year when questions were asked
about its nutritional claims, particularly regarding its
sugar content. The controversy prompted a re-evalu-
ation of how such products are marketed and labelled.
While Bournvita did reduce its sugar content follow-
ing the backlash, the broader issue of misleading la-
belling persisted across the industry. The term ‘en-
ergy drink’ specifically refers to flavoured water-based
drinks, both carbonated and non-carbonated. These
beverages are often marketed as ‘health drinks’, even
though their high sugar content poses serious health
risks, especially for children. Excessive sugar con-
sumption can lead to a host of health issues, includ-
ing obesity, diabetes and dental ailments. The ab-
sence of clear regulatory guidelines exacerbates the
problem, leaving consumers vulnerable to mislead-
ing claims.The latest clarification addresses this am-
biguity, besides empowering consumers to make in-
formed choices. Moving forward, the stakeholders
must collaboratively establish comprehensive stan-
dards for labelling and categorising food products.
By holding manufacturers, retailers and e-commerce
platforms accountable for labelling, regulators can
safeguard public health.

[t wasn' meant to be courtesy call
Banwarial Puronit hits back afte
Chandigarh Mayor says UT Adminisra:
tor cancels megfing [ast minute

GNS News Agency, April 16

The tiff between Chandigarh Mayor and Union Ter-
ritory Administrator took a new turn after Mayor Kuldeep
Kumar who was given an appointment to meet Banwarilal
Purohit on Wednesday claimed that Purohit “humiliated”
him as he refused to meet the AAP leader and was asked
to return. However, Purohit on Thursday stated that,
“Mayor’s statement is reprehensible” and “there was no
reason for him to visit Raj Bhawan when he was informed
one hour prior that the appointment was cancelled.”
Purohit said that he could not take up any special agenda
for discussion as the model code of conduct was in place,
though the mayor’s actual intent was to discuss several
issues, including free water supply “under the garb of a
courtesy call”.

Purohit said it was through media reports on Wednes-
day morning that he came to know that the Mayor wanted
to take up issues such as 20,000 litres of free water to
each household, annual hike in water tariffs and other
developmental works in Chandigarh.

Mayor Kuldeep Kumar said that when he reached
the Raj Bhawan for the scheduled meeting the officer on
special duty (OSD) informed him the appointment had
been cancelled.“My appointment was fixed for today to
meet the Administrator. | thought | would take his bless-
ings ...and also have a word on the free water facility for
Chandigarh residents. When | reached the Raj Bhawan,
| was asked to return,” Kumar told The Indian Express on
Wednesday night.When asked, Kumar said, “In fact, one
of the newspapers carried a report that | was supposed to
speak over the free water facility with the
Governor.....maybe that's why the second thought. But it
was so humiliating for me.”Purohit, in the statement, said
the mayor had sought appointment from the Governor’s
office as a ‘courtesy call’ without mentioning any specific
purpose of meeting.

“Despite the cancellation of appointment, the Mayor
reached Punjab Raj Bhavan wherein, it was again im-
pressed upon him that due to imposition of Model Code
of Conduct no such agendas can be taken up for discus-
sion. Since this information was shared with him an hour
before the meeting, therefore, there was no reason for
him to visit Punjab Raj Bhavan. If the Governor had no
intent of meeting the Mayor then he would have not given
any appointment in the first place; it was only after read-
ing about his actual intent of meeting, in the garb of a
courtesy call, that the appointment was cancelled.”

Last month, Mayor Kumar and councillors in
Chandigarh Municipal Corporation passed an agenda
item to provide 20,000 litres of free water to the city
residents.“l have been working day and night for the wel-
fare of the city residents. All my fellow councillors and |
have only one issue — to provide better facilities to the
people of Chandigarh; be it giving 20,000 litres of free
water to the people of Chandigarh or the issue of provid-
ing free parking in Chandigarh,” the mayor said.

The mayor stated that he had sought Purohit’s ap-
pointment any time around April 6 and he was given time
on Wednesday.“l am an elected representative and it is
my duty to bring the issues related to the public before
the UT Administrator, which | will continue to do. It is my
duty to convey the voice of the public to the UT Adminis-
trator. | again request him that | want to meet him,” he
added.Last month in an event, the mayor stated that the
Union Territory Administrator publicly embarrassed him
from the stage stating that “free water was not possible”.
Later, Purohit told reporters that false promises to public
were being made which he would not let happen.

Is the hot and humid condition in Pune
increasing your chances of suffering
heat stroke? Find out how to stay safe

GNS News Agency, April 16

Over the last few weeks, Pune’s temperature has
been hovering around 39-40 degrees Celsius which al-
though high, is not unusual. However, prolonged expo-
sure to sun can be dangerous at a time when the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) says Pune is witness-
ing “hot and humid” conditions.Even as the moisture con-
tent in the air increases, chances of dehydration con-
tinue to be high, which if not taken care of, can be fatal,
say experts.

Anupam Kashyapi, former head of weather forecast-
ing at the IMD, explained that a heat wave is a condition
when the maximum temperature is 5-7 degrees Celsius
above the 40 degrees Celsius-mark.A moderate heat
wave is when the maximum temperature is around 43-45

degrees Celsius and any rise above that is called a se-
vere heat wave. The present maximum temperature in
Pune is around 1.5-2 degrees Celsius above
normal.Pune might technically not be experiencing a heat
wave-like situation but what makes it peculiar is the hot
and humid condition. “This happens when humidity is
coupled with high temperature, like what is happening in
Pune right now,” Kashyapi said.Moisture bearing winds
from the Arabian Sea are wafting into Maharashtra and
Pune via Gujarat which has made the city experience the
present unpleasant and stifling sensation, he added.Heat
stroke or heat-related illnesses happen when the body
starts to lose moisture fast and is not replenished. High
body temperature, a throbbing pulse, heat rashes and
exhaustion are some of the signs of a heat stroke. If not
treated on time, a heat stroke can be fatal, experts say.The
state government has issued guidelines to all hospitals
to report every case of heat stroke in the state.

“Pune might not be experiencing a heat wave, but
chances of a heat stroke or heat-related illnesses con-
tinue to be high in the city. This is mainly because of
quick evaporation of moisture from the body and if not
rehydrated, it may cause severe illness,” said a state gov-
ernment doctor.Since Pune is experiencing humidity in
the air, chances of people not realising that they are de-
hydrated can’t be ruled out. Kashyapi said that frequent
hydration and avoiding prolonged exposure to the sun,
especially between 11 am and 4 pm, can help people
avoid any ill effects of the heat.

Have SOP for hospitals concerning termination of
pregnancy beyond 24 weeks: HC to Maharashtra govt

GNS News Agency, April 16

Medical termination of pregnancy Bombay HC
NagpurUnder the amended provisions of the Act, the state
government is required to constitute medical boards in
each district which has the power and discretion to allow
or deny termination of pregnancy beyond 24 weeks of
gestation period. The Nagpur bench of the Bombay High
Court has directed the Maharashtra government to for-
mulate a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for han-
dling cases related to termination of pregnancy beyond
24 weeks.

A division bench of Chief Justice Devendra Kumar
Upadhyaya and Justice Nitin Sambre in its order of April
5 noted that the amended Medical Termination of Preg-
nancy (MTP) Act permits termination of pregnancy be-
yond 24 weeks in cases of severe abnormalities in the
foetus.Under the amended provisions of the Act, the state
government is required to constitute medical boards in
each district which has the power and discretion to allow
or deny termination of pregnancy beyond 24 weeks of
gestation period.The bench was hearing a petition filed
by a woman seeking termination of her 32-week preg-
nancy due to abnormalities in the foetus.As per the plea,
the general hospital in Wardha informed the woman
about the fetal abnormalities during her 24th-week
scan.While giving relief to the woman, the bench noted
that it was disturbing that instead of referring her to the
medical board directly, the hospital asked the petitioner
to approach the court to seek termination of the preg-
nancy.

The high court said the provisions of the amended
MTP Act permit termination of pregnancy exceeding 24
weeks if the medical board thinks that way and has diag-
nosed that the foetus has substantial abnormalities.“Under

the Scheme of the MTP Act as amended up-to-date, there
is no such requirement of seeking any permission from
the court by any woman who intends to get her preg-
nancy terminated even if the pregnancy is beyond 24
weeks,” HC said.

The court directed the state’s Department of Public
Health and the Department of Medical Education and
Drugs to formulate an SOP which shall be issued to all
government hospitals and medical colleges across
Maharashtra.“We expect that this Standard Operating
Procedure, to be prepared by experts in the field, shall be
formulated and notified by the State Government within a
period of two months,” the court said, posting the matter
for further hearing on June 12.The SOP, once put in place
and implemented, would ensure that no woman needs to
move court seeking permission for termination of preg-
nancy if she is entitled to do so under the provisions of
the MTP Act, the HC said.The bench permitted the woman
to terminate the pregnancy and directed the general hos-
pital in Wardha to bear the expenses.

‘We are headed for elections, not civil war’:
Delhi HC dismisses plea to reschedule CA exams

GNS News Agency, April 16

plea to reschedule CA exams, Delhi HC dismisses
plea to reschedule CA exams, CA exams, CA exams
schedule, The court said the petitioners were being “less
than fair to the security administration in place in their
rather bleak prediction” that “chaos, commotion and vio-
lence” is likely during elections. The Delhi High Court
has dismissed a plea seeking rescheduling of the Char-
tered Accountant Intermediate and Final examinations to
the second week of June in view of the forthcoming gen-
eral elections.

A single-judge bench of Justice C Hari Shankar
noted in its April 8 order that 4,36,246 candidates are
scheduled to appear for the examinations scheduled for
May 2-5, 8-11 and 14-17 as well as June 20, 22, 24 and
26.

The prayers in the writ petition, moved by 27 candi-
dates, were predicated on the Lok Sabha elections sched-
uled to be held on April 19 and 26 and on May 7, 13, 20
and 25 as well as June 1.“The mere fact that certain indi-
vidual candidates may face a hardship in undertaking it
cannot constitute the basis for this Court to derail the
entire CA Intermediate, or Final, examination, which pres-
ently is to be undertaken by as many as 4,36,246 candi-
dates. Indeed, this Court is surprised that such a request
has even been made,” the bench said.The court said the
petitioners were being “less than fair to the security ad-
ministration in place in their rather bleak prediction” that
“chaos, commotion and violence” is likely during elec-
tions.

Justice Shankar observed that general elections are
held periodically and the court has “no reason”, given the
past experience, to doubt the capability of the security
machinery in place to ensure that the elections take place
in a free and fair atmosphere.“The plea of violation of
Article 21 is based on the prediction, of the petitioners,
that the entire nation is bound to be in a state of turmoil
during elections. There is no basis for this presumption.
We are headed for elections, not civil war,” the court un-
derscored, adding that only in the “rarest of rare circum-
stances” can the court, “if at all”, interfere with schedules
of national-level exams.The Institute of Chartered Accoun-
tants of India (ICAI) contended that no examination has
been scheduled for any date when the elections are be-
ing held. In fact, there are only two of the dates of elec-
tions that are proximate to the dates when the examina-
tions are to be held, the court noted.Justice Shankar said
that ICAI has “taken care to ensure” that no examination

is held either on the date of elections or on the date im-
mediately prior to it. The court said the ICAI had been
“proactive and ensured” that an individual candidate will
be able to, should they so desire, cast their vote and
appear for the examination, adding that “no more can be
expected” of the institute.

AICTE, C-CAMP [aunch
Inter-Institutional Biomedical
Innovations Programme

GNS News Agency, April 16

The All India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) and the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Plat-
forms (C-CAMP) recently launched the AICTE-Inter-Insti-
tutional Biomedical Innovations Programme (IBIP).The
initiative will promote interdisciplinary research and in-
novation in the field of engineering and medical
education.“The collaboration between engineering and
medical students will foster creativity, innovation, and a
deeper understanding of the complex challenges in
healthcare. By leveraging their complementary skills and
knowledge, students from both disciplines can develop
impactful solutions that improve patient care and advance
the field of medicine,” said AICTE Chairman Prof T G
Sitharam during the launch event.

An MoU was exchanged between Prof Rajive Kumar,
Member Secretary, AICTE, Dr Taslimarif Saiyed, CEO
and Director of C-CAMP and Dr Ravi Nayar, Programme
Lead of C-CAMP IBIP, at AICTE headquarters in New
Delhi.In addition to interdisciplinary education, the
programme will also offer an online structured Bio Entre-
preneurship Didactic course accredited by the Healthcare
Sector Skill Council.

Under the IBIP, the institutions will be provided with
a grant of Rs 10 lakh if they are successful in the develop-
ment and implementation of at least 10 ideas addressing
the challenges in the field.Dr Ravi Nayar, Programme
Lead, C-CAMP IBIP, said, “The visionary step of AICTE of
encouraging interdisciplinary innovations, acknowledg-
ing the role played by C-CAMP in this regard by involving
us in the nationwide rollout, will go a long way in improv-
ing the quality of innovations and fostering entrepreneur-
ship spirit among doctors and engineers
nationwide.”Institutions chosen for the AICTE-IBIP will be
a part of the network that will allow them to learn from
each other’s projects, collaborate, and improve their over-
all effectiveness.

Delhi High Court seeks

Centre’s stand on plea over
lllegal’ sample collection,
false reports’ by labs

GNS News Agency, April 16

delhi path labsThe plea seeks a direction to authori-
ties to conduct an inquiry and to take appropriate action
against these pathological labs (Representational Image)

The Delhi High Court has sought the Centre’s stand
in a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) petition seeking action
against pathological laboratories for allegedly ‘illegally’
collecting blood and other samples and issuing ‘false’
medical reports.The petitioner Vipul Goel has claimed
that certain labs have cheated the “public at large” and
have “illegally” made a profit of more than “Rs 150 crore”.

A division bench of Acting Chief Justice Manmohan
and Justice Manmeet Pritam Singh Arora on April 5 is-
sued notice to the Centre, National Accreditation Board
for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL), Delhi
Government’s Department of Health and Family Welfare,
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), Delhi Police,
and several pathological laboratories and their senior
functionaries.Meanwhile, NABL’s counsel submitted that
it has withdrawn the accreditation granted to one of the
labs mentioned in the plea last year.The plea seeks a
direction to authorities to conduct an inquiry and to take
appropriate action against these pathological labs for

Underground service from Civic Court to Swargate
likely to start in mid-June; trial runs completed

GNS News Agency, April 16

pune metroThe start of underground metro rail ser-
vice would mean the completion of phase one of the
project, which is from Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal Cor-
poration (PCMC) to Swargate and Vanaz to Ramwadi.The
Pune Metro rail expects to start the underground service
on both lines from Civil Court to Swargate in mid-June
with the recent successful trial runs in the route, accord-
ing to officials.“The Pune Metro has now done the trial
run on the second line of underground metro rail service
and it was successful,” said a Pune Metro rail official,
adding that the work on the underground metro station is
going on in full swing.“We are hopeful that the under-
ground metro rail service from Civil Court to Swargate
would be operational by June 15,” the officer said, as the
election code of conduct would get over in June.The origi-
nal deadline for starting the operations from Civil Court to
Swargate was March 31.“But the work was not complete
and the election code of conduct came into force,” he
added.The start of underground metro rail service would

mean the completion of phase one of the project, which
is from Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal Corporation (PCMC)
to Swargate and Vanaz to Ramwadi.At present, Vanaz to
Ramwadi route is fully operational, while PCMC to Civil
Court route is partly functional except for the underground
stretch till Swargate.The central government has given
the approval for the extension of route from PCMC to
Nigdi which is part of phase-I, while it is yet to approve
the proposal to extend the route from Swargate to Katraj.
The second phase proposal of Pune Metro rail has been
submitted to the Maharashtra government for approval
after which it will be forwarded to the central
government.Meanwhile, the Pune Metro is working on
improving the feeder service from Metro station to the
nearest location so as to provide last mile connectivity to
commuters.“There is good response to feeder service to
Pune airport from Metro station. More routes for feeder
bus service are being explored and tried on an experi-
mental basis,” said the Pune Mahanagar Parivahan
Mahamandal Limited (PMPML) officer.
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IAS officer and relative of senior Akali
leader joins BJP, CM says first quit service

GNS News Agency, April 16

Parampal Kaur Sidhu BJPParampal Kaur Sidhu,
former IAS officer and her husband Gurpreet Singh
Maluka, ( former general secretary Shiromani Akali Dal)
with BJP state president Sunil Jakhar.Former IAS officer
Parampal Kaur Sidhu, 59, has officially joined the BJP
along with her husband Gurpreet Singh Maluka, son of
senior Akali Dal leader Sikander Singh Maluka.

Sidhu, daughter-in-law of Maluka, spoke about their
decision, stating, “after looking at the policies of BJP, their
work for the welfare of women, me and my husband de-
cided to join BJP. | don’t think the rest of the political
parties have any future in Punjab and even in the
country.”Soon after this news broke, Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann posted on X “Parmpal Kaur’s resigna-
tion as an IAS officer hasn’t yet not accepted by Punjab
government. She was so eager to become an IAS earlier.
However , there is a way to leave.. Please understand
the ways to resign.. Otherwise the earning of the whole
life will go waste.”Sidhu had sought voluntary retirement
from service a week ago but her application is yet to be
approved by the Chief Minister , who is in charge of the
personnel department.

Who is Parampal Kaur?

Sidhu, a philosophy and zoology postgraduate, be-
came the first woman block development panchayat of-
ficer (BDPO) in Punjab in the early 1990s. Despite con-
troversies surrounding her tenure, her move to BJP has
raised questions about its impact on Akali Dal’'s vote
bank.In 2013, during the SAD-BJP tenure, an attempt
was made to induct Parampal Kaur Sidhu as a Punjab
Civil Service (PCS) officer through the nomination route,
but the file was returned by the Punjab Public Service

Commission (PPSC). During that time, she served as an
additional project director in the office of the director gen-
eral of school education, while her father-in-law Sikander
Singh Maluka served as the education minister. After a
cabinet reshuffle, Maluka was assigned the rural devel-
opment and panchayat department portfolio, leading to
Parampal’s appointment as the district development
panchayat officer (DDPO) in Bathinda in 2015.0n De-
cember 1, 2015, she was promoted to deputy director in
the panchayat department, and shortly after, her case
was forwarded to the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) for induction as an IAS officer through the nomi-
nation route. Joining as a non-state civil services I1AS
officer on January 15, 2016, during the SAD-BJP rule,
her initial posting was as additional deputy commissioner
(general) in Bathinda.Despite joining in January 2016,
she was categorized under the 2011 batch of IAS officers
due to her prior service length. The appointment of
Maluka’s daughter-in-law in the departments he over-
saw as a minister drew criticism from the Congress.In
April 2016, Parampal found herself in controversy when
she declined to renew the arms license of former Con-
gress minister Gurpreet Singh Kangar. This decision led
to protests outside the deputy commissioner’s office in
Bathinda, with Kangar alleging political vendetta, citing
rivalry between him and Maluka as the reason behind
the license refusal.Speculations suggest Parampal Kaur
might contest from Bathinda against SAD heavyweight
and sitting MP Harsimrat Kaur Badal. However, her fa-
ther-in-law, Sikander Singh Maluka, who hasn’t joined
BJP, was campaigning for Harsimrat Kaur Badal in
Bathinda till April 10.When reached for comment, his of-
fice stated he was suffering from fever. Maluka has a
huge following in Rampura Phul, Maur , Bathinda Rural
etc gnd it's feared that if Sidhu contests from Bathinda,
she could eat into the votes of Harsimrat Badal.

In September 2021, tensions arose within the Akali
Dal when Maluka was denied a ticket from the Maur con-
stituency. Instead, he was asked to contest from his origi-
nal constituency, Rampura Phul, where he had contested
five times and won twice. Maluka had sought a ticket for
his son, Gurpreet Singh Maluka, from Rampura Phul and
one for himself from Maur. First , he declined to contest
the election in September 2022. Later, SAD president
Sukhbir Singh Badal managed to resolve the issue, and
Maluka contested from Rampura Phul while Jagmeet
Singh Brar fought from Maur.

Senior citizens’ tribunal should ensure law not
misused by children denied share in parents’
immovable properties: Bombay HC

GNS News Agency, April 16

bombay high court, law, indian expressBombay HC
observed that a certain provision of the law cannot be
used as “machinery for setting property disputes” between
legal heirs of senior citizens as “unfortunately” such a
course of action is taken by parties in many cases. The
Bombay High Court on Wednesday held that the mainte-
nance tribunal under the Maintenance and Welfare of
Parents and Senior Citizens Act should ensure the law is
not misused by children who are denied a share in the
immovable properties of senior citizens.

It also observed that a certain provision of the law
cannot be used as “machinery for setting property dis-
putes” between legal heirs of senior citizens as “unfortu-
nately” such a course of action is taken by parties in many
cases.In doing so, the bench allowed a plea by a man
challenging the tribunal’s order that nullified gift deeds
executed in his favour by his elderly father. The petitioner
also alleged that the father had moved the tribunal “at the
behest” of his other son with whom he was currently re-
siding as he was interested in said properties.

A single-judge bench of Justice Sandeep V Marne
on April 10 passed a verdict in a plea by one of the three
sons challenging an October 2022 order of the mainte-
nance tribunal constituted under the provisions of the
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens
Act, 2007.The tribunal allowed the father’s plea and de-
clared gift deeds executed by him in June 2019 and Sep-
tember 2020 in favour of the petitioner for three flats, in-
cluding two in Kandivali and one in Andheri, as “null and
void”. The tribunal also directed the petitioner to vacate
and hand over possession of the three flats to the father.

In February 2022, the father had applied before the
tribunal seeking the return of various properties gifted by
him to his petitioner son and payment of maintenance of
Rs 50, 000 per month. He had stated that his wife had
passed away in February 2019 after which the petitioner
got four gift deeds executed related to various immov-
able properties from him and thereafter ill-treated him by
removing servants and confining him to one room.The

father left Mumbai to reside with his other son in Surat
and claimed that he neither had any source of income
nor any movable or immovable property left with him and
sought the same be returned to him, which the tribunal
allowed. The petitioner challenged this before the high
court.Senior advocate Girish S Godbole along with ad-
vocates Manuj Borkar and Prasad D Borkar for the peti-
tioner contended that as the father was never a sole owner
of the said flats with the petitioner being the joint owner,
therefore the tribunal, through “erroneous order” could
not have directed to vacate the said flats and same be set
aside.

“The provision of Section 23(1) (revocation transfer
of immovable properties in certain circumstances) of the
Senior Citizens Act cannot be used as a machinery for
settling property disputes between the heirs of senior citi-
zens. However, unfortunately in many cases, it is ob-
served that such a course of action is taken by the par-
ties,” Justice Marne held.“The tribunal therefore has to
ensure that the provision is not misused by children who
are denied share in the immovable properties by seek-
ing to get gift deed annulled by filing application through
senior citizens,” the bench added.The judge set aside
the tribunal’s order and to ensure that the respondent
father is looked after, directed the petitioner to provide
residence to his father in the Andheri flat and pay him Rs
25,000 per month as maintenance and disposed of the
plea.

Hardik Pandya’s stepbrother dupes
cricketer of Rs 4.25 crore, arrested

GNS News Agency, April 16

The Mumbai police have arrested Vaibhav Pandya,
the step brother of Indian cricketer brothers Hardik
Pandya and Krunal Pandya who were duped of nearly
Rs 4.25 crore.According to the Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of the police department, Pandya brothers along
with Vaibhav had set up a polymer business firm in 2021

and Vaibhav was to look after the daily
operations.Vaibhav breached the terms of the agreement
and set up his own proprietorship firm in the same busi-

ness (in some other person’s name) keeping the two broth-
ers in the dark, the officials said.

“Later, Vaibhav allegedly diverted money from the
LLP (limited liability partnership) firm to his own firm.
Gradually the profit in the partnership firm dropped. Be-
sides, in excess to his due share Vaibhav also allegedly
fraudulently increased his profit percentage in the LLP
firm without letting the two brothers know. For this, he
allegedly forged signatures of the Pandya brothers on an
LLP agreement,” said an EOW officer.

When the Mumbai Indians captain and Krunal
Pandya discovered this, one of them confronted Vaibhav,
who then threatened him with dire consequences, the
officer added.The EOW of Mumbai police arrested
Vaibhav on April 8 and produced him before a court that
sent him to police custody till April 12.

The investigators suspect the involvement of more
people in assisting Vaibhav in the crime and are likely to
make more arrests once their role in the case is ascer-
tained, said an officer.Vaibhav has been charged with
cheating, criminal breach of trust, forgery, criminal con-
spiracy and criminal intimidation, apart from other sec-
tions of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

A house divided: How politics has turned
tamilies against each other in Punjab

GNS News Agency, April 16

Ahead of the Lok Sabha elections this year, AAP
legislator Jagdeep Singh Goldy Kamboj's father Surinder
Kamboj joined the BSP and was declared the Mayawati-
led party’s candidate from Ferozepur parliamentary seat
in Punjab.The phenomenon is, however, not new and
has put a spotlight on several such families in Punjab
where members of the same family have joined rival par-
ties and even contested against each other in electoral
battles.

From the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) to the Aam
Aadmi Party, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the
Congress, politics has divided several families in
Punjab.Before the Lok Sabha elections 2024, here’s a
look at the parties that have seen relatives contesting
against each other in Punjab. The Lok Sabha election
will be held in a single phase on June 1, and votes will be
counted on June 4.

A split in former chief minister and Akali patriarch
Parkash Singh Badal’s family had caused quite a furore
in the state. Badal's nephew Manpreet Singh Badal quit
the SAD to float his own People’s Party of Punjab (PPP)
in 2011 after a fallout. Senior Badal and his brother and
Manpreet’s father Gurdas Singh Badal were considered
close-knit, doting on each other. But Manpreet’s rebel-
lion against his uncle changed how the state looked at
the family.In 2016, Manpreet Badal merged his party with
the Congress only to resign in January 2023. After quit-
ting the Congress, Manpreet Singh Badal joined the BJP
later that month.

Another divide in another family that left people sur-

prised was when former CM Captain Amarinder Singh’s
younger brother Malwinder Singh quit the Congress to
join the SAD ahead of the 2012 Punjab Assembly elec-
tion when he was denied a ticket. However, he later got
back into the Congress’s fold ahead of the 2017 Assem-
bly elections.Former Congress chief minister Charanijit
Singh Channi’s brother Dr Manohar Singh also rebelled
and contested as an Independent from the Bassi Pathana
segment when Channi was not able to secure him the
ticket. He, however, lost. Channi’s family is also consid-
ered close-knit.State BJP chief Sunil Kumar Jakhar’s
nephew Sandeep Jakhar is a Congress MLA. He has
been suspended from the Congress for helping the BJP
but he cannot join the saffron party formally lest he attract
action under the anti-defection law.

Former Cabinet minister and Congress leader
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa also faced his nephew
Deepinder Randhawa in Dera Baba Nanak in 2017. While
Randhawa contested on a Congress ticket, Deepinder
was an AAP candidate. In the current Vidhan Sabha,
Congress MLA Rana Gurjit Singh is on the Opposition
bench and so is his son Rana Inder Partap Singh, who
also sits in the Assembly but as an Independent.Former
Congress minister Razia Sultana’s brother Arshad Dali
contested against her on an AAP ticket in the 2017 Punjab
Assembly elections but lost. During those elections, former
Congress MLA Ashwani Sekhri’s brother Inder Sekhri
contested against him in Batala. He was fielded by Sucha
Singh Chottepur’s Apna Punjab Party. Later, Inder Sekhi
joined the SAD only to quit it and go back to the Congress
ahead of the 2022 Assembly elections.

In Nawanshahr, former Congress MLA Angad Singh
Saini faced his uncle Charanijit Singh Channi, who was
an AAP candidate, during the 2017 elections. Saini de-
feated his uncle Channi. Aman Arora, who is now Cabi-
net minister, faced his brother-in-law Rajinder Deepa,
who contested against him as an Independent in
2017.Now, Ludhiana MP Ravneet Bittu has walked over
to BJP ditching Congress. His family including his cousin
Gurkirat Singh Kotli and uncle Tej Parkash Singh are still
with Congress.Former Congress MLA Sukhpal Singh
Bhullar is still with Congress while his brother Anoop
Singh Bhullar has joined the BJP. BJP Rajya Sabha MP
Satnam Sandhu and former Congress MLA Harminder
Gill are co-brothers.

No groupism will be tolerated,
Paatil warns BJP workers

GNS News Agency, April 16

No groupism will be tolerated in the Gujarat BJP,
party’s state chief CR Paatil warned on Wednesday amid
discontent brewing in local units. The remarks come after
Vadodara and Sabarkantha saw withdrawal of candida-
ture by party nominees Ranjan Bhatt and Bhikhaji Thakor
for the May 7 Lok Sabha election and subsequent re-
placement with other candidates.

“We have work to get Narendra Modi elected as
Prime Minister for the third time and ensure a hat-trick. If
some leaders fight among themselves, let them be. But
workers should beware of becoming a lever in their (lead-
ers’) hands. | have been observing for the past many
days that posts are being written (on social media) against
one another and then they are made viral. This is a crime.
If someone writes (such posts) and sends them you, you
kindly delete them and warn them not to send them anti-
party posts ever again,” Paatil said while addressing
booth-level workers of the BJP in Amreli on
Wednesday.Posters had also surfaced in Dhoraji town
and a few villages of Rajkot against Union Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya who is the BJP’s candidate for
Porbandar. The posters triggered a political war of words
with the Congress blaming the internal differences within
the BJP for such banners.Paatil said the party won’t toler-
ate such activities.“Those who are writing (such posts)
be warned that this will not be tolerated. Leaders may get
or may not get (election) ticket sometimes. It is possible
that even | might not get a ticket some time. (Pointing to
BJP leaders seated on the dais) Same could be the fate
of some of these also. But no campaign against such
decisions can be tolerated,” Paatil, who has got a BJP
ticket to contest Lok Sabha election from Navsari for the
third consecutive time, said.He asserted that no groupism
will be allowed in BJP’s state unit.

“Worker is a worker, after all. Thanks to your support
and non-partisanship... we don’t tolerate any groupism
in Gujarat. You resolve and work for any person of the
BJP who, bearing the symbol of lotus (the election sym-
bol of BJP), comes to you,” Paatil said, adding that he

T

was confident of BJP winning all the 26 Lok Sabha seats
in Gujarat with a winning margin of over five lakh votes.

He said that defeat is not an option available to BJP
workers and asked them not to repeat the mistakes of
2017 when the party had lost all five Assembly segments
in Amreli. “We won 156 seats in the 2022 Assembly elec-
tion. We patted ourselves on the back with much bra-
vado. But at the national executive (of the BJP), when it
was time for me to talk about Gujarat results, my first words
were that while tears might not be there in my eyes but
my heart is crying as we had lost 26 seats. Everyone may
think that victories and defeats are part and parcel (of
electoral politics). But defeat is not acceptable to us and
certainly not due to a small mistake,” Paatil added.Paatil
also launched a new campaign song titled Har Baar Modi.
The campaign song has been written by veteran lyricist
Santosh Kumar and sung by Parthiv Gohil who has been
a playback singer in Bollywood movies like Devdas.Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s ten-year tenure is described in
the song, which makes a mention of key schemes like
Ujjwala Yojana. It also hails his leadership during the
pandemic and the Ram Mandir inauguration in
Ayodhya.A senior leader said that several songs had
been created by various state units. “This particular song
has been created by the writer and the singer with some
coordination from our leaders from south Gujarat. It will
be widely used for the campaign along with the other
songs,” he added.

Prakash Ambedkar hits out PM Modi for remark
on Constitution, questions Congress’s silence

GNS News Agency, April 16

Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi (VBA) president Prakash
Ambedkar said on Thursday that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s remark on the Congress failing to implement the
Constitution across the country was “ridiculous and ab-
surd”. He also criticised the Congress’s “deafening si-
lence” on the statement.“It is nothing but the wild imagi-
nation of the PM. How can anybody who has read and
studied history and politics make such statements? If
somebody is saying such a baseless thing, it shows he
does not know the A, B, C, D of the Constitution,” Ambedkar
said.Ambedkar was referring to PM Modi’s attack on the
Congress at a campaign rally in Ramtek in Maharashtra’s
eastern Vidarbha region on Wednesday. Modi had said
that Congress was spreading falsehoods about the Con-
stitution being diluted and had never implemented it in
the entire country when in power.

“They [Congress] have done injustice to the Consti-
tution, whose architect was Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar.
On the contrary, it was the NDA government which for the
first time ensured its uniform implementation after the
abrogation of Article 370. Through Article 370, Jammu
and Kashmir was accorded separate rights,” PM Modi
had said.

“Although the idea, concept and drafting of the Con-
stitution was the hard work of Babasaheb Ambedkar, it
was adopted and approved in the then Congress Work-

ing Committee. Article 370, moved for consideration un-
der Article 306A, was adopted in the Constitution by the
Constituent Assembly. Therefore, enforcement of Article
370 in Jammu and Kashmir was an integral part of the
Indian Constitution. It was not a decision taken outside
the Constitution. It was not in violation of the Constitu-
tion,” the grandson of Dr B R Ambedkar told The Indian
Express.It was unfortunate that the Congress has forgot-
ten its own history and political legacy, Ambedkar said.
“What the PM or the BJP says about the Constitution is
part of its agenda but what is more appalling is the failure
of the Opposition to counter it effectively,” he added.

Ambedkar’s VBA has parted ways with the Opposi-
tion Maha Vikas Aghadi coalition in Maharashtra and
announced it would contest the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections on its own.“Both Shiv Sena (UBT) and NCP
(Sharadchandra Pawar) have deliberately fielded weak
candidates against the Mahayuti in Maharashtra. It is
obvious they are under pressure from central agencies
and want to play safe by soft-pedalling on BJP and its
alliance partners,” he alleged.“The 2024 Lok Sabha polls
are a fight between the NDA versus ‘We The People of
India’. The VBA is representing the people of India,”
Ambedkar said. “The BJP can spread falsehoods...but
people are well aware of facts. They will give a befitting
reply,” he added.The VBA is set to contest 46 out of the
48 Lok Sabha seats in Maharashtra. Elections in the state
will be held in five phases from April 19 to May 20.
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Middle East on brink, Israel prepares

for 'other fronts'

GNS News Agency, April 16

The threat of war looms large in the Middle East as
Israel said it was preparing for "scenarios in other areas"
amid its ongoing military operation in Gaza. This comes
amid concerns that Iran was preparing to strike the coun-
try in retaliation for airstrikes on its consulate in Syria on
April 1.The strike, which killed a top Iranian general and
six other military officers, prompted Iranian Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to say that an attack on
Israel was "inevitable".Israel, which launched a war in
the Gaza Strip six months ago against Iran-backed
Hamas, has not confirmed it was behind the strike on
Damascus, but the Pentagon has said it was.Here are
the top developments: On Thursday, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu said the country is continuing
its war in Gaza but is also preparing for scenarios in other
areas, amid concern that Iran was preparing to strike Is-
rael. "We are preparing to meet the security needs of the
state of Israel both in defence and attack," he said.
Germany's Lufthansa airline said it had suspended flights
to and from Tehran until probably April 13. A spokesper-
son for the airline said it had decided not to operate a
flight from Frankfurt to Tehran last weekend to avoid the
crew having to disembark to spend the night in Tehran.
Besides Lufthansa, its subsidiary Austrian Airlines also
said it was still planning to fly to Tehran on Thursday but
was adjusting timings to avoid crew having to disembark
for an overnight layover.

amid Iran threat

Germany's Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock dis-
cussed the tense situation in the Middle East with her
Iranian counterpart and urged all sides to act responsibly
and exercise restraint."No one can have an interest in a
wider regional escalation," the ministry posted on social
media platform X Russia's foreign ministry told citizens
they should not travel to the Middle East, especially to
Israel, Lebanon and the Palestinian territories.Moscow
also urged countries in the Middle East to show restraint.
"Right now it's very important for everyone to maintain
restraint so as not to lead to a complete destabilisation of
the situation in the region, which doesn't exactly shine
with stability and predictability," Reuters quoted Kremlin
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov as saying. Iranian Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi also condemned the killing of the
three sons of Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh in airstrikes by
Israel in Gaza City."Undoubtedly, this crime made clearer
the savage and child-killing psyche of this regime," Tehran
Times quoted Raisi as saying. Iran supports anti-Israeli
militant organisations like Palestinian group Hamas and
Lebanon’s Hezbollah. The US believes that a major Ira-
nian attack on lIsrael is imminent and it is a "matter of
when, not if', a Bloomberg report said quoting top offi-
cials. The report further said the attack could take place
in the coming days.According to an Axios report, General
Michael Kurilla, head of the US Central Command, is
expected to visit Tel Aviv on Thursday for consultations
with Israel's Defence Minister Yoav Gallant. He is likely to
discuss the impending threat of an Iranian attack, the
report states On Wednesday, US President Joe Biden
reiterated America's "ironclad" support to Israel amid Ira-
nian threat."Our commitment to Israel’s security against
these threats from Iran and its proxies is ironclad," he
said after a meeting with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida on Thursday. "Let me say it again: ironclad. Ac-
cording to a CNN report, Iran is unlikely to attack Israel
directly and could use its proxies, such as Hezbollah in
Lebanon and Houthis in Yemen, to launch strikes. Mean-
while, Israel said 13 hostages, who freed from Hamas
captivity after in Gaza after 40 days, are back in their
territory.

Shashi Tharoor's 'propaganda mill' jibe
at BJP over party's southern pitch

GNS News Agency, April 16

Shashi Tharoor took a swipe at the BJP over its ag-
gressive southern pitch, saying that for a party that claims
to be focused on ‘vikas (development), the region that
actually enjoys the highest ‘vikas’ in real terms is the
least receptive to the BJP’s agenda.Senior Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor on Thursday dismissed the BJP’s
claim of a strong performance in south India in the Lok
Sabha polls as a product of its “propaganda mill”, and
said the narratives that the ruling party harps on in the
north such as communalism, religious division and nativ-
ist social cleavages, do not pass muster there.

Tharoor took a swipe at the BJP over its aggressive
southern pitch, saying that for a party that claims to be
focused on ‘vikas (development), the region that actually
enjoys the highest ‘vikas’ in real terms is the least recep-
tive to the BJP’s agenda.In an interview with PTI, he also
said the quest for dominance of “Hindi, Hindutva,
Hindustan” is indeed, the most dangerous threat to the
foundations of our plural consciousness. The Congress
leader, however, stressed that Indian secularism is inter-
twined in the DNA of the country’s culture and it will not
disappear so easily.On whether it was a make or break
election for secularism, the Congress leader said, “No,
because the forces of national unity have always pre-
vailed over earlier challenges to India’s essential secu-
larism.” Tharoor, however, said this Lok Sabha election
is a vital phase in the ongoing battle for India’s soul.

On suggestions that there is a Ram temple wave in
the country which could benefit the BJP, the Congress
Working Committee member said, “The BJP’s politicisation
of religion went too far when the PM performed the pran
pratishtha at the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya, for which he is
clearly not qualified.“As a lifelong devotee of Ram, whose
picture always adorns a central place in the puja room at
my home, | have every right to ask why | should surrender
my Ram to the BJP. Who gave the copyright on Lord Ram
to the BJP?” Tharoor said.However, the forecasts of a
Ram Mandir wave considerably overstate the case, he
said.The voters know the importance of substantive is-
sues — unemployment, price rise and communal hatred
being key among them — and they realise those are the
responsibilities of the Union government, Tharoor said.

People elect a government to look after their wel-
fare, not just their religion, and if they vote in their self-
interest they will vote the BJP out of office, he
said.Tharoor, who is seeking a record fourth term from
Kerala’s Thiruvananthapuram, said there is no doubt that
the BJP is trying to make inroads into the South and Prime
Minister Modi’s recent “peregrinations” in the region are
a clear indication of that.Since they have peaked every-
where else in 2019, this is the only region left where they
hope they can grow, he noted.

Asked about the BJP’s claim that its performance in
southern states will be exemplary, Tharoor said, “The
claim of an ‘exemplary’ performance is yet another prod-
uct of the BJP’s propaganda mill.” Aside from national
schemes that are applicable anywhere, the BJP has liter-
ally nothing to point to in Kerala in their ten years of rule,
he claimed.“They made three promises to the state and

broke all of them. They promised Kerala an AIIMS; no
AIIMS has come. Their AYUSH minister, in response to
me, promised us a National University of Ayurveda; they
established it in Gujarat instead. In their Budget of 2015-
16, they explicitly accepted my request to upgrade the
National Institute of Speech and Hearing in
Thiruvananthapuram to a National University for Disabil-
ity Studies. Despite this solemn commitment in Parlia-
ment, when they established such a University, they de-
cided to do so in the North-East,” Tharoor said.

“After three broken promises’, a batting average of
zero, which is apparently their idea of ‘exemplary’ perfor-
mance’™ why would any Keralite trust any promise by the
BJP?” he said.Tharoor said there is a need to under-
stand why Modi’'s BJP has little to no appeal in the
South.He said investor interest in India is dictated, in many
ways, by the openness of a society, education and lit-
eracy levels and maintenance of social harmony, in all of
which the South scores highly.“Our society has been
shaped in an environment where decades of social re-
forms have led to a flowering of civic consciousness
among followers of the three major religions: Hinduism,
Islam and Christianity.“Our history has also been differ-
ent: for instance, Kerala has welcomed followers of every
faith here for millennia, and all have come in peace and
not by the sword. So the narratives that the BJP harps on
in the North — communalism, religious division, chips on
the shoulder about history, nativist social cleavages —
don’t pass muster here,” Tharoor said.On the BJP accus-
ing the opposition of creating a North-South divide,
Tharoor said if anyone has been dividing the country on
communal, linguistic or regional issues, including the so-
called North-South divide, it is the BJP.

“Their arrogation of more funds to the Union gov-
ernment and starving states ruled by non-BJP parties
has created major concerns. If this government is some-
how voted to power again, which | do not expect, there
are real fears of how they will handle the South after the
91st Amendment lapses in 2026, and they initiate their
project of increasing Lok Sabha seats for Hindi heart-
land,” he said.“Do they have a sensible policy response
when the South questions them on whether it is being
punished for doing a good job in human development
and family planning? In their quest for absolute power,
will they give themselves a two-thirds majority by gerry-
mandering constituencies, and leave the South feeling
disempowered?” he said.

Gurgaon market security guard thrashed by
armed men after police remove illegal carts

GNS News Agency, April 16

According to the police, the group of men with their
faces covered chased and thrashed the victim, Sabeer
Khan, an Uttar Pradesh native, with sticks at 1.45
pm.According to the police, the group of men with their
faces covered chased and thrashed the victim, Sabeer
Khan, an Uttar Pradesh native, with sticks at 1.45 pm.A
security guard at Gurgaon’s Huda Market was allegedly
assaulted by seven men on Tuesday for asking them to
remove their carts that obstructed the movement of people,
the police said.According to the police, the group of men
with their faces covered chased and thrashed the victim,
Sabeer Khan, an Uttar Pradesh native, with sticks at 1.45

pm.“When | tried to run, they blocked my path and contin-
ued to beat me, threatening to kill me. One of them hit my
phone in my pocket with a stick, causing the battery to
catch fire and my clothes to ignite,” Khan, who has iden-
tified three of the assailants, told the police.Khan, who
had earlier warned the cart owners against doing their
businesses by disrupting people’s movement, told the
police that he received death threats on Monday night
after the police removed the carts.”

A few days ago, they set up a cart near an ATM
causing inconvenience to the people. When | asked them
to remove the cart, they started intimidating me, and urged
me to leave the market.

How Jats may influence 2024 Lok Sabha
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GNS News Agency, April 16

In Haryana, farmers mean Jats. The farmers’ pro-
tests, and the Centre’s response to them, have left a bad
taste in the mouth of the primarily agricultural
community.Recent political developments in Haryana hint
that the dominant Jat community may influence the 2024
Lok Sabha and Assembly elections to some extent. And
Jats in Haryana appear to be at odds with the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) right now.

In Haryana, farmers mean Jats. The farmers’ pro-
tests, and the Centre’s response to them, have left a bad
taste in the mouth of the primarily agricultural community.
They are apparently miffed with the BJP and Jannayak
Janta Party (JJP) on minimum support price, among other
demands.

Both BJP and JJP leaders are now facing a back-
lash from farmers, who are attacking them when they
reach the villages for campaigning. In Sonepat, 24 vil-
lages under the Dahiya Khap boycotted the party. Simi-
lar boycotts also happened in Sirsa. In Fatehabad, BJP
hopeful Dr Ashok Tanwar’s rallies have been swarmed
by protesters carrying black flags. And on April 5, former
deputy chief minister Dushyant Chautala was stopped
from entering the Nara village in Hisar, a Jat stronghold.

Reservations are another thorny issue. The BJP-
JJP split, heavy dependence on the backward class of
voters, and allegations of ignoring the Jat leaders will
further fuel the growing mistrust among the dominant Jat
community against the saffron party, especially in rural
Haryana. With the community unhappy, the BJP has been
trying to make inroads at strategic local levels, trying to
connect with local Jat leaders.Professor Gurmeet Singh,
a Chandigarh-based political analyst, says “The Jat com-
munity during the previous 10 years was deprived of the
power which revolved around non-Jat politics, and is now
eager to taste power.” Analysts also say that Jats may be
eyeing Assembly elections more than the Lok Sabha.

The JJP's split with the BJP is also a hurdle for the
saffron party, which now lacks a dominant partner influ-
encing Jat voters. “Despite having ruled the state for 10
years (JJP in the second term), the BJP failed to remove
the mistrust factor among the Jat community. It also failed
to retain and placate its own Jat leaders,” says Haryana
Congress spokesperson Kewal Dhingra.Prominent Jat
leaders like former BJP chief OP Dhankar and Captain
Abhimanyu were ignored in the Lok Sabha elections.
Another key leader, Chaudhary Birender Singh, quit the
BJP to join the Congress recently.Jat leaders have domi-
nated Haryana politics since the formation of the state in
1966 even though the community accounts for less than
a third of the state’s population. The exact percentage is
the subject of debate. Jats constitute around 26 to 28 per
cent of the state’s population. Yet, they remain the most
influential group.

According to an estimate, Jats have a strong pres-
ence in around 36 of the 90 Assembly seats and hold
considerable influence in four of the 10 parliamentary
constituencies. Of the 10 Lok Sabha tickets, two have
been given to turncoats — Dr Ashok Tanwar, former
Haryana Congress chief, and Naveen Jindal, former
Congress MP.According to CVoter Tracker in Haryana,
39.8 per cent of the Jat population voted for the Congress
party in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, 42.4 per cent voted for
the BJP, and the remaining voted for the JJP, the Indian
National Lok Dal, and others. In the Assembly elections
that followed, the Jat voting pattern was different. The
JJP cornered 12.7 per cent of Jat votes while the Con-
gress share was 38.7 per cent. The BJP received 33.7
per cent of Jat votes.

The BJP faces a formidable challenge to garner
votes in the Jat belt. Jat voters were blamed for the BJP's

and Assembly elections in Haryana

poor performance in the 2019 Assembly elections, in
which five of its six Jat candidates lost.The BJP doesn'’t
have strong or influential Jat leaders. Its support has pri-
marily come from non-Jats, including OBCs and other
smaller communities in the state. In the last two Lok Sabha
and Haryana Assembly elections, the party marginalised
the Jat influence by wooing these communities.The party,
however, cannot afford to ignore the influential commu-
nity even though a majority of its members dislike the
BJP after the reservation riots in the state a few years ago
in which about 30 members of the community were killed
in police action and a large number of others were in-
jured. The BJP may owe its success in the 2014 and
2019 elections — both the Lok Sabha and Haryana As-
sembly — to the Modi wave, but other factors also in-
clude the division in Jat votes.In 58 years of its existence,
Haryana has been ruled by Jat chief ministers for 33.
Non-Jat chief ministers include the state’s first and sec-
ond heads, Bhagwat Dyal Sharma and Rao Birender
Singh, who ruled for short periods. Bhajan Lal from the
Bishnoi community, Manohar Lal Khattar, a Punjabi, and
the current Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini, an OBC
leader were the only other non-Jat heads.

Three Jat families — those of Devi Lal, Bansi Lal,
and Bhupinder Singh Hooda — have ruled the state for
the longest period. While Devi Lal, a two-time CM, also
served as a deputy prime minister during the Janata Dal
regime, Bansi Lal served as defence and railways minis-
ter under former prime minister Indira Gandhi. Their he-
gemony over Jat politics was overshadowed by Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, whose father Ranbir Singh Hooda was a
member of the constituent Assembly. Hooda served as
the chief minister for 10 years. He is again eyeing the top
post in the state after the Assembly elections due later
this year.Yet another influential Jat family traces its an-
cestry to peasant leader Sir Chotu Ram. His grandson,
Birender Singh, served as a Union minister. He is a Rajya
Sabha member at present. His wife, Prem Lata Singh, is
the MLA from Uchana, and his son Brijendra Singh is Lok
Sabha MP from Hisar, who recently resigned from the
BJP to join the Congress and is tipped to contest Lok
Sabha elections from the state.

The 10-year-long spell of the Congress government
under Bhupinder Singh Hooda consolidated the Jat vote
even though the party was faction-ridden with several
other Jat leaders attempting to carve out space for them-
selves. The knives are out again. Hooda has shown re-
luctance to contest the Lok Sabha elections and said he
would prefer to lead the party in the Assembly elections.
However, party members like Kumari Selja have openly
asked top leaders like Hooda to contest the Lok Sabha
elections.Another senior Jat leader Birender Singh,
Hooda’s rival, has opted out of the Lok Sabha elections
and has instead backed his son Brijendra Singh, a former
IAS officer, to contest the election.Except for the 2019
Lok Sabha elections, Jats trusted the Congress and In-
dian National Lok Dal in Assembly elections. Congress
owns a lion's share in the Jat belt followed by the INLD.
With the INLD wrapped up in family feuds, Congress will
be the major beneficiary from the Jat and anti-BJP vote
swing.The Congress is dominated by Jat leaders like
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, Randeep Singh Surjewala, and
Chaudhary Birender Singh. The latter's comeback is be-
ing cited as a shot in the arm for the Congress party,
which has become stronger. Birender Singh was known
as a Hooda opponent and enjoyed a clean
image.However, the biggest challenge for the party's high
command will be to deal with factionalism as all these
leaders belong to different factions.The division in Jat
votes is not confined to Congress alone. The INLD formed
by former chief minister Om Parkash Chautala has split
up. The party used to call itself as the true representative
of Jats. Chautala’s two sons, Ajay and Abhay, have parted
ways. Ajay, the elder of the two, has formed the Jannayak
Janta Party. His son Dushyant Singh Chautala joined
hands with the second Khattar government in 2019 to
form a coalition government. The coalition ended when
Dushyant parted ways with the government a few months
before the elections.The coming Lok Sabha elections
followed by the Vidhan Sabha elections would again wit-
ness Jat votes being split between the Congress, the
INLD, and the JJP, with the BJP attempting to make for-
ays in some Jat-dominated constituencies in rural
Haryana.

Tipu Sultan and how a Wayanad
town became Sulthan Bathery

GNS News Agency, April 16

Kerala BJP chief K Surendran said his priority would
be to change the name of Sulthan Bathery, a town in
Wayanad constituency, to its original Ganapathi Vattam.
How did Ganapathi Vattam become Sulthan Bathery, and
what has Tipu Sultan got to do with it?Tipu Sultan has
now made an appearance in the battle of Wayanad.After
playing a role in Karnataka politics for years, it seems
Tipu Sultan has expanded his territory to the neighbouring
state of Kerala this Lok Sabha poll season.

K Surendran, the Kerala BJP chief, sparked a row
by saying that it would be his priority to change the name
of the Kerala town in Wayanad district, Sulthan Bathery,
to Ganapathi Vattam, if he wins the Wayanad
seat.Surendran is the BJP's candidate from Wayanad and
has been fielded against Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
and the Communist Party of India (CPI) candidate, Annie
Raja, in a three-cornered fight.It was Surendran who
brought up the Tipu Sultan reference during a poll rally
on Thusrday."Who is Tipu Sultan? When it comes to
Wayanad and its people, what is its importance? That
place was known as Ganapathi Vattam. People are
aware and are used to this name Ganapathi Vattam. That
has been renamed," Surendran said.The name of the
municipal town of Sulthan Bathery is associated with Tipu
Sultan, the 18th century Mysore ruler, and his conquest
of Malabar (northern Kerala) in 1789.

The story of Sulthan Bathery is rich and complex.
The town, with its Neolithic roots, has been shaped by
the diverse cultures of the tribals, attackers, and colonial
rulers.Sulthan Bathery, Kerala's cleanest town, was ac-
tually once a dumping ground for arms and ammunition
during the Mysore rule of Malabar (north Kerala), says
the official website of Kerala Tourism.The artillery batter-
ing in the town took place at a place which was once a
Jain Temple, claimed BJP's Sundaran.The town was origi-
nally known as Ganapathyvattam, named after the
Ganapati temple that once stood there, according to
Sulthan Bathery's municipal website.

However, during Tipu Sultan's invasion of the

Malabar region in the second half of the 1700s, the town
was on Tipu Sultan's route to the region, where the Mysore
king was headed to suppress a rebellion.Tipu's military
used the town of Ganapathyvattam as a place to store its
battery (cluster of canons), and the town came to be
known as ‘Sulthan's Battery', according to British colonial
records.Tipu Sultan also built a fort there, which is now in
ruins.He set up his battery at this site, and today the en-
tirety of Sulthan Bathery is named after the same and is
now the official name of the town, which the BJP leader
seeks to change.The town is also of importance to the
Jain community. A Jain Temple, dating back to the 13th
century, is said to have been built during the reign of the
Vijayanagar Dynasty.

The temple is now a protected monument under the
Archaeological Survey of India.The town of
Ganapathyvattam, on the route between Mysore and the
ports of the Arabian Sea, also gained prominence as a
trading centre and a stopover.Ganapativattam's signifi-
cance and relevance are frequently cited in reports, with
British records mentioning a police picket situated in an
area named, 'Ganapatipalayam’, according to the website
of the Sulthan Bathery municipality.As a result, the British
adopted the name Sulthan Bathery as the name of the
town, given it housed Tipu Sultan's armoury at
Ganapativattam.Later, British gazettes and historians re-
ferred the town to as Sulthan's Battery.
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Taliban working to return land
to Afghan Sikhs and Hindus

GNS News Agency, April 16

It is being reported that the Taliban government in
Afghanistan is working to return the lands of Afghan Sikhs
and Hindus that had been grabbed from them by war-
lords. This comes amid the return of Narendra Singh
Khalsa, the lone representative of Hindus and Sikhs in
the former Afghan Parliament, from Canada.

There are several indications that the Taliban gov-
ernment in Afghanistan is working towards the returning
of lands to Sikhs and Hindus that were usurped from
them.This comes amid reports that Narendra Singh
Khalsa, the representative of Hindus and Sikhs in the
former Afghan parliament, has returned to Afghanistan
from Canada.Most of the land was grabbed from Hindus
and Sikhs by Taliban warlords during the earlier Afghan
regime.

The Land-Grabbing Prevention and Restitution Com-
mission has started looking into cases of land takovers
belonging to Hindu and Sikh communities across the Is-
lamic Emirate, reported Kabul-based Ariana News on
March 10.A month following the initiation by the Taliban's
Ministry of Justice, the Taliban has started restoring prop-
erties to the displaced Sikhs and Hindus across the coun-
try, The Hindu reported."A commission chaired by the

Minister of Justice has been established to return to their
owners all properties which had been usurped by war-
lords during the former regime," Suhail Shaheen, Head
of the Political Office of the Taliban, told The Hindu."Hindu
and Sikh representatives have engaged in numerous
meetings with Taliban officials in Kabul over the past
nearly three years. They have expressed concerns about
the usurpation of their lands and have urged the Taliban
to address the issue," according to Afghanistan Interna-
tional.

The attack on a Gurdwara in Kabul in 2022, which
was claimed by the Islamist terror group IS, made some
of the last Afghan Hindus and Sikhs flee the country.Many
of the Sikhs and Hindus fleeing Afghanistan sought ref-
uge in India and the government airlifted batches of Af-
ghan minorities and Indians from the country.With increas-
ing attacks on the minority population, most Sikhs and
Hindus, who comprised 1% of the Afghan population,
had left the country.The attacks on Afghanistan's minority
Hindus and Sikhs increased as the Taliban started tak-
ing control of the war-ravaged country in 2021.Gurdwaras
became the targets of frequent attacks.The final blow was
the attack on the historic Kart-e-Parwan Gurdwara in
Kabul.

Many of the last few Sikhs fled Afghanistan after the
Ashraf Ghani government was ousted and the Taliban
took overThe Afghanistan International portal reported
on April 9 the return of Narendra Singh Khalsa, the only
representative of Hindus and Sikhs in the former Afghan
Parliament."The Taliban's Commission for Return and
Communication with former Afghan officials announced
that Narendra Singh Khalsa, the representative of Hin-
dus and Sikhs in the former Afghan parliament, has re-
turned to the country from Canada," it reported.The re-
port of Khalsa's return to Afghanistan is significant amid
reports that the Taliban government is working to restore
usurped land to Hindus and Sikhs.

Boeing Dreamliner 787 could break
apart mid-tlight, says whistleblower

NS News Agency, April 16

A whistleblower, who worked as an engineer at
Boeing for over 10 years, has spoken out after the US
aviation regulator initiated a probe after his claims. The
whistleblower has claimed that sections of the fuselage
of Boeing's 787 Dreamliner could break apart mid-flight
after thousands of trips.A whistleblower has revealed that
there are structural flaws in Boeing's 787 Dreamliner,
which could eventually cause it to break apart mid-flight.
The whistleblower spoke out after the Federal Aviation
Administration, the air safety body of the US, announced
a probe into his claims about the Dreamliners.Boeing
strongly refuted the claims, stating it was "fully confident"
in the 787's safety, citing comprehensive testing.

The US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is in-
vestigating the whistleblower's claims. According to The
New York Times, FAA is investigating claims by a Boeing
engineer that "sections of the fuselage of the 787
Dreamliner are improperly fastened together and could
break apart mid-flight after thousands of trips".Boeing, a
Virginia-based aircraft industry company, is under re-
newed scrutiny after the whistleblower, Sam Salehpour,
raised concerns about the structural integrity of the
company's 787 Dreamliner aircraft.Engineer Sam
Salehpour has worked at Boeing for more than 10 years.

He told The New York Times that changes to the
manufacturing process introduced shortcuts that could
lead to parts of the fuselage (the main part of the plane)
failing after thousands of flights.Salehpour said the
plane's fuselage comes in several large pieces from dif-
ferent manufacturers that are fastened together on an
assembly line.Before this, in 2019, other Boeing workers
in the Charleston, South Carolina, factory (where the 787
is built) said they were rushing to finish planes and their
safety worries were ignored.

One of the whistleblowers, a quality checker named
John Barnett, was found dead in March while suing
Boeing over safety concerns he raised at the 787 factory.
Even though he's dead, a legal expert says his case can
still continue, reported the New York Times.Salehpour,
an engineer, has sent his concerns to both the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) and the Senate Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs Committee.

Boeing, however, emphasised the benefits of the
composite materials used in the 787's construction, in-
cluding reduced fatigue and corrosion compared to tra-
ditional metals."Another benefit of the 787’s composite
structure is the material does not fatigue or corrode like

traditional metals, which reduces maintenance over many
decades in service," the Boeing company was quoted as
saying by the New York Times.A single plane could be in
service for 40 to 50 years, the company said.

Salehpour's allegations come at a difficult time for
the Virginia-based company, following a series of dam-
aging stories about the safety of its jets, and the recent
announcement of CEO Dave Calhoun's
departure.Calhoun said that a door plug blowout on a
Boeing 737 Max plane flown by Alaska Airlines in Janu-
ary was a "watershed moment for Boeing" — and now
the company he leads until the end of the year is again
forced to defend its safety record and protocols.

Senator Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut chairs
the Senate committee investigating Boeing's safety cul-
ture and has invited Salehpour to testify next week.
Blumenthal, along with committee ranking member Ron
Johnson of Wisconsin, previously received whistleblower
claims about "potentially catastrophic safety risks" with
the 787.Salehpour's lawyers alleged that Boeing ignored
his concerns and even sidelined him after raising them.
They claimed a culture at Boeing that prioritises produc-
tion over safety.“Rather than heeding his warnings,
Boeing prioritised getting the planes to market as quickly
as possible, despite the known, well-substantiated issues
he raised," said attorneys Debra Katz and Lisa
Banks.Boeing denied any retaliation against
whistleblowers and said it encouraged employees to re-
port safety concerns.The FAA echoes this sentiment,
emphasising the importance of voluntary reporting in
aviation safety."We continue to monitor these issues un-
der established regulatory protocols and encourage all
employees to speak up when issues arise. Retaliation is
strictly prohibited at Boeing," Boeing said in a
statement.The investigation into Salehpour's claims is
ongoing.

UK arrest 12 Indians over visa violation
after raids on bakery, bedding factory

GNS News Agency, April 16

UK immigration authorities raided businesses sus-
pected of employing undocumented workers, leading to
the arrest of twelve Indian nationals. While the deporta-
tion process is on, four have been held in custody while
eight have been given bail.Immigration enforcement offi-
cials in the UK arrested eleven men and a woman, all
Indian nationals, who violated their visa conditions and
worked illegally. The arrests were made after raids on a
bedding and mattress factory, and a cake factory.Both
the businesses were located in the West Midlands re-
gion of England. And the raids came after intelligence
inputs that illegal workers were engaged there."Seven
men — all Indian nationals — were arrested for suspected
illegal working at the bedding factory," said a statement
from the UK Home Office, according to news agency
PTI."Four more Indian men were found to be breaching
their visa conditions at a nearby cake factory, with one
also working illegally," it added.

An Indian woman was also arrested for immigration
offences at a residential home.Four of those arrested will
be held while their deportation is considered.The remain-
ing eight were released on bail with the condition of re-
porting to immigration authorities.

The businesses involved could face significant fines
for employing undocumented workers and failing to con-
duct proper pre-employment checks."This operation is a
clear example of the way we are stepping up immigration

enforcement activity across the country," said Michael
Tomlinson, UK Minister for Countering lllegal
Migration.Employers found to be breaching the rules can
expect significantly increased fines, and if workers are
found to have no right to live or work here, we will not
hesitate to act and remove them from the country, he
said.In February, the Home Office made fines for employ-
ers who hire illegal migrants three times bigger. For the
first time they're caught, the fine went from GBP 15,000 to
GBP 45,000 per illegal worker. And if it happens again
within three years, the fine will go from GBP 20,000 to
GBP 60,000.

"lllegal working causes serious harm to communi-
ties, puts vulnerable people at risk and defrauds the pub-
lic purse. The arrests send a clear message that we are
clamping down on this dangerous practice," said Eddy
Montgomery, Director of Enforcement, Compliance and
Crime at the Home Office."People smugglers sell migrants
the lie that they can work in the UK. The reality is that they
can't and those found to be working illegally or facilitating
this crime will face the full weight of the law," he
added.British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak is focusing on
stopping illegal migration as a top priority with tougher
visa norms being enforced across different categories in
recent months.Starting this week, the minimum income
needed for overseas applicants, including Indians, to bring
their dependents on family visas will increase. It will go
up to GBP 29,000 from GBP 18,600.

Middle East on alert as Lufthansa
Airline cancels flights to Iran

GNS News Agency, April 16

Germany's Lufthansa airline on Thursday an-
nounced that it has extended the suspension of flights to
Tehran as speculation of Iranian retaliation on Israel raises
concerns in the Middle East. Russia has also advised its
citizens to refrain from travelling to the Middle East.

The region has been tensed after Iran vowed re-
venge for the April 1 airstrike on its embassy compound
in Syria’s Damascus. The strike killed a top Iranian gen-
eral and six other Iranian military officers. Iranian Su-

preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said on Wednes-
day Israel "must be punished and it shall be". Notably,
Israel has not claimed responsibility for the April 1
attack.Lufthansa on Thursday said it had suspended
flights to and from Tehran until probably April 13. A spokes-
person for the airline said it had decided not to operate a
flight from Frankfurt to Tehran last weekend to avoid the
crew having to disembark to spend the night in Tehran.

Russia has also asked its citizens to not travel to the
Middle East, especially to Israel, Lebanon and the Pales-
tinian territories. Kremlin also urged countries in the re-
gion to exercise restraint."Right now it's very important
for everyone to maintain restraint so as not to lead to a
complete destabilisation of the situation in the region,
which doesn't exactly shine with stability and predictabil-
ity," Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov was quoted as
saying by news agency

"We call on all countries in the region to exercise
restraint," Peskov said.Meanwhile, Israel, which is en-
gaged in war in Gaza, said it is prepared for other sce-
narios as well. Iranian Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said, "We are preparing to meet the security
needs of the State of Israel both in defence and attack."

China tried to meddle in Canada polls
but couldn't swing results: Trudeau

GNS News Agency, April 16

Amid a probe into foreign involvement in Canadian
elections, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau reassured the
public of the fairness of the elections despite allegations
of Chinese meddling. He said China tried to meddle in
the 2019 and 2021 elections, but he was victorious due
to votes of Canadians.

Amid a recent probe into alleged foreign meddling
in Canadian elections, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
assured the public that despite efforts by other countries,
the elections were "free and fair". China tried to interfere
in the last two Canadian elections, but that didn't change
the results, and it was "improbable" Beijing preferred any
party over another, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau told an
official probe on Wednesday, reported news agency
Reuters.The commission, set up due to concerns from
opposition lawmakers, focused on reports suggesting
China might have interfered in the 2019 and 2021 Cana-
dian elections.Erin O'Toole, former leader of the Conser-
vative Party during the 2021 campaign, alleged that Chi-
nese interference may have cost his party up to nine seats,
although it did not affect the election's outcome.

"Nothing we have seen and heard despite, yes, at-
tempts by foreign states to interfere, those elections held
in their integrity. They were decided by Canadians," Erin
O'Toole was quoted as saying by Reuters.Trudeau said
he hadn't received a report about Chinese officials in
Canada preferring a Liberal minority government in 2021
because they thought minority governments would have
less power to pass anti-China policies."While individual
(Chinese) officials may well have expressed a prefer-
ence or another, the impression we got and consistently
would get is that ... it just would seem very improbable
that the Chinese government itself would have a prefer-
ence in the election," Trudeau said.Canada's domestic
spy agency presented evidence suggesting "clandestine
and deceptive" interference by China in both elections,

heightening tensions between the two nations.

A spokesperson for the Chinese embassy in Canada
vehemently denied these allegations, accusing Trudeau
of "slandering" China during the enquiry hearing and that
"China strongly deplores and resolutely opposes this".The
spokesperson mentioned that some politicians tried to
blame China during the investigation. They said the tes-
timony had a lot of unclear words and lacked real
evidence."China has never had any interest in interfer-
ing in Canada's internal affairs," Chinese spokesperson
was quoted as saying

Beijing has previously denied all allegations of med-
dling in Canadian affairs and said it had no interest in
doing soThe elections took place amid strained relations
between Canada and China, stemming from the arrest of
an executive of the Chinese company Huawei Technolo-
gies in Canada followed by the detention of two Canadi-
ans in China on spying charges. All three were freed in
2021.Despite these tensions, the elections proceeded,
with Trudeau's Liberal Party emerging victorious in both
instances.The commission is set to release an initial re-
port by May 3, with the final report expected by the end of
2024,

Myanmar troops retreat as rebels
declare control over key border town

GNS News Agency, April 16

About 200 Myanmar military personnel withdrew to
a bridge to Thailand on Thursday after a days-long as-
sault by the anti-junta resistance, which declared control
over the critical border town of Myawaddy.Myanmar's mili-
tary-run government is battling insurgencies on several
fronts and has suffered a series of defeats in frontier ar-
eas since last October. About 200 Myanmar military per-
sonnel withdrew to a bridge to Thailand on Thursday
after a days-long assault by the anti-junta resistance,
which declared it had won control of the critical border
town of Myawaddy, the latest in a string of rebel wins.

Myanmar's military-run government is battling insur-
gencies on several fronts and has suffered a series of
defeats in frontier areas since last October, when rebel
groups launched a coordinated offensive near the Chi-
nese border.The impoverished Southeast Asian nation
has been in turmoil after the military deposed an elected
civilian government in a 2021 coup, sparking a nation-
wide armed resistance that is now operating alongside
some long-established ethnic rebel groups."Today KNU-
led joint resistance forces captured the remaining mili-
tary base in Myawaddy," Kyaw Zaw, a spokesperson for
Myanmar's National Unity Government, told Reuters.The
body is a shadow administration of ousted lawmakers
and anti-junta groups.

"This is a crucial victory for our revolution since
Myawaddy is an important border town for the junta, one
of the main (sources of) income from border trade," he
added.A spokesperson for the Myanmar junta did not
respond to telephone calls to seek comment.The retreat
of junta troops in Myawaddy, adjacent to the Thai town of
Mae Sot, signals the potential loss of another key border
trading outpost with direct highway access to parts of
central Myanmar.

On Thursday, about 200 fleeing Myanmar soldiers
gathered at a border crossing into Thailand, said Saw
Taw Nee, spokesperson for the Karen National Union
(KNU), an anti-junta group leading the assault on
Myawaddy.News outlet Khit Thit said Thai authorities were
in talks with the soldiers to decide whether to grant them
refuge.The assault on Myawaddy began last week after
the KNU said it had attacked a junta camp near the town,
forcing some 500 security personnel to surrender, along
with their families. The military has already lost control of
areas along Myanmar's borders with Bangladesh, China
and India, while suffering a significant loss of manpower
that has pushed it to introduce a draft for the first time."Next
the resistance forces might go after major towns across
Myanmar," said political analyst Than Soe Naing, adding
that Myanmar's resistance forces control almost all bor-
der trading posts after the latest takeover in Myawaddy.

Border crossings in the area were open for civilians

The impoverished South-
east Asian nation has been in
turmoil after the military de-
posed an elected civilian gov-
ernment ina 2021 coup, spark-
ing a nationwide armed resis-
tance that is now operating
alongside some long-estab-
lished ethnic rebel groups.

who were arriving in Thailand from Myanmar in large
numbers, said police official Borwornphop
Soontornlekha, the immigration superintendent in Tak,
the province where Mae Sot is located."Usually there are
about 2,000 people who cross into Mae Sot from
Myawaddy each day but the last three days the number
was almost 4,000 a day," Borwornphop told

Families with children were among the long queues
at one border crossing near Mae Sot on Thursday, as
Thai soldiers checked the bags and belongings of those
going across.Thailand's military has stepped up security
on its side of the border, using army vehicles equipped
with roof-mounted machine guns.Thai Prime Minister
Srettha Thavisin, who earlier told Reuters the Myanmar
junta was "losing strength" and pushed to open talks with
the regime, said on Thursday the recent fighting should
not spill into his country's airspace.Thailand remains neu-
tral in the Myanmar conflict and is able to accept up to
100,000 people displaced by the turmoil, its foreign min-
ister has said.At least 2,000 people have been displaced
within Myanmar by the latest round of fighting between
the rebels and the military, according to civil society group
Karen Peace Support Network.
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Professional investment advice: Who can give it?
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When you see the question in the headline, who
can give professional advice, your instant reaction would
be, a professional.lt sounds obvious. Such as, who can
give medical advice: a doctor; who can handle high-volt-
age electricity lines: a professional electrician.However,
when it comes to investment advice, people tend to for-
get this basic truth. This is due to the apparent attractive-
ness of the proposition, the potentially superior returns
from the investments in question. However, in the pro-
cess, you are risking your hard-earned money.As per
SEBI regulation, ‘investment advice’ is an advice relating
to investing in, purchasing, selling or otherwise dealing
in securities or investment products, and advice on in-
vestment portfolio containing securities or investment
products, whether written, oral or through any other means
of communication for the benefit of the client and shall
include financial planning.

Again, as per SEBI, the investment advice given
through newspaper, magazines, any electronic or broad-
casting or telecommunication medium, which is widely
available to the public, shall not be considered as invest-
ment advice for the purpose of Investment Advisor regu-
lations. However, investment advisers who make public
appearance or make recommendations or offer an opin-
ion concerning securities or public offers through public
media, are required to comply with the relevant provi-
sions of SEBI (Research Analysts) Regulations.What we
derive from this SEBI definition is that when something is
disseminated through formal media, there is a filtering
and there is some level of accountability. However, when
something is communicated through social media only,
there is no accountability. Views may go wrong. Views of
a seasoned, SEBI-registered investment professional
also may go wrong.

Prescribed processHowever, if the person is profes-
sionally qualified and has the requisite permission from
the regulator, he/she has to follow the prescribed process
and due diligence, and is subject to audit on the process
followed. In social media, anybody and everybody can
express views and give recommendations.In today’s age
of internet and free flow of information and opinions, we
have the phenomenon of social media influencers.Here,
you have to distinguish between celebrities recommend-
ing a brand of cloth or cosmetics, and recommending in-
vestments.

Matter of choiceThe distinction is, clothes or cosmet-
ics is a matter of choice, and it is your choice to be influ-
enced by a celebrity. You may argue that when you are
investing your own money, it is your choice where to in-
vest and whom to be influenced by. True. But think of it:
when you are not well, do you take medicines recom-
mended by a social media influencer or a doctor? That
also is your choice.Cases are surfacing, which are re-
ferred to as ‘pump and dump.’A person or a group of people
makes propaganda on the social media, the market price
of the stock is jacked up, and they sell off at a profit.If a
SEBI-registered intermediary does this, there will be a
SEBI audit and the licence is liable to be cancelled. How-
ever, when a non-SEBI-licensed person or entity does
this, they are penalised, but as per civil laws. There is no
licence to be cancelled. The question that arises here is,
who is a SEBI-authorised person in this regard?A person
who is giving an opinion about a stock in public through a
report, or opinion communicated through social media,
has to be a research analyst. There is an exam called
NISM Series XV which has to be cleared, and she/he has
to register with SEBI as a research analyst.For advising
on portfolio construction, there are Investment Advisers
(IAs). IAs have to pass the requisite exams and have com-
mensurate background to get the licence.Risk profilinglAs
have to do risk profiling of clients and document the basis
or rationale of why they are recommending, what they are
recommending. For investments through Mutual Funds
and incidental advice, there are Mutual Fund Distributors
(MFDs).There is an exam called NISM Series VA which
has to be cleared. MFDs also have to do client risk
profiling.To conclude, when you are being influenced by
a film or other celebrity, it should rather be about the act-
ing or other skills, than about investing your hard-earned
money.

‘Get ready for global turbulence’:
Uday Kotak amid rising US inflation

Uday Kotak, the founder and non-executive director
of Kotak Mahindra Bank, issued a warning regarding
potential global economic turbulence on Thursday.

He pointed out that the recent higher-than-expected
US inflation figures could delay expected rate cuts by the
US Federal Reserve. This comes at a time when crude
oil prices are on the rise, further adding to economic
uncertainties.Kotak's concerns arise from the possibility
of these factors leading to prolonged higher interest rates
worldwide, including in India.He mentioned that the situ-
ation is worsened by the uncertainty surrounding China's
economy, which he described as the "only wild card."

"US inflation is higher than expected. Postpones US
rate cuts to later, closer to US Presidential elections, if at
all. Brent oil now $90. Will keep rates higher for longer
worldwide, including India. Only wild card: China implod-
ing economically. Get ready for global turbulence," said
Uday Kotak on X (previously Twitter).Kotak suggested
that the US might postpone rate cuts until closer to the
presidential elections. He highlighted the current increase
in Brent crude oil prices, reaching $90 per barrel, along-
side the unexpected levels of inflation.

The recent minutes from the US central bank's policy
review meeting revealed a cautious stance, with officials
indicating a preference to wait for more stable inflation
figures before considering any changes to interest rates.

In March, US inflation rose by 3.5%, higher than
anticipated, marking the highest increase in six months.
This uptick followed a 3.2% rise in February, reducing
expectations of an imminent interest rate cut.Brent crude
futures surpassed the $90 per barrel mark, with US West
Texas Intermediate crude futures also rising above $86.24
per barrel. Geopolitical risks have prompted Morgan
Stanley to revise its forecast for Brent crude oil prices
upwards to $94 per barrel in the third quarter of this
year.The Reserve Bank of India's governor, Shaktikanta
Das, recently announced the Monetary Policy
Committee's decision to maintain interest rates un-
changed, citing consistent inflation and growth forecasts
despite acknowledging potential growth risks.

When will ITR1 forms become
available for tax filing. Check details

s

The Income Tax department has made it easier for
taxpayers to file their taxes for the financial year 2023-24
(FY24) by rolling out online forms ITR-1, ITR-2, and ITR-
4, on its website. Taxpayers can access these online forms
on the Income Tax department's website to file their tax
returns for FY24. They were made available beginning
April 1, 2024.Alongside online forms, the tax department
has also released offline Excel utilities for these forms.
Additionally, they've provided offline JSON utilities for
some other forms for the same financial year.The dead-
line to file income tax returns for FY24 is July 31, 2024.Tax-
payers have two options for filing their returns:

Filing online: Taxpayers can log into their account
on the Income Tax Department's website and select the
option 'File income tax return'. Most of their information
will already be filled based on their Annual Information
Statement (AIS) and Form 26AS. However, it's advisable
to cross-check this information with documents like Form
16, Form 16A, or other certificates.

Using offline utilities: Alternatively, taxpayers can
download offline utilities, such as JSON and Excel, from
the Income Tax Department's website. They can fill in
their details using these utilities and then upload them
back onto the website. Additionally, they can download
pre-filled data from their website account and use it with
the offline utilities. Taxpayers should select the appropri-
ate ITR form based on their income sources: ITR1 is for
resident individuals (excluding not ordinarily residents)
with income from salaries, one house property, and other
sources like interest, dividend, family pension, and agri-
cultural income up to Rs 50,000. Their total income from
all sources should not exceed Rs 50 lakh in a financial
year, |TR2 is for individuals with more than one house

property and those who have made capital gains. ITR4
is for individuals with income from business and profes-
sions that are taxable under specific sections.This year,
the Income Tax Department has notified the tax return
forms earlier than usual, providing taxpayers with more
time to file their taxes.However, many salaried taxpayers
might have to wait until the end of June to receive the
necessary TDS certificates before they can start filing their
tax returns.

India jumps 17%
to rank 4th in digital
services exports: WTO

New Delhi: India registered a 17 per cent jump in
the export of digitally delivered services to a staggering
$257 billion to become the world’s fourth-largest exporter
in the segment, according to the latest Global Trade Out-
look and Statistics report of the World Trade Organisation
(WTO).India’s growth rate was much higher than the 4
per cent increase posted by China and Germany.

According to WTO estimates, global exports of digi-
tally delivered services rose to $4.25 trillion in 2023, up 9
per cent year-on-year, accounting for 13.8 per cent of
world exports of goods and services.

Unlike trade in goods, which fell in 2023 globally
and in all regions, exports of digitally delivered services
continued to thrive.

In Europe and Asia (which hold a global share of
52.4 per cent and 23.8 per cent, respectively) exports
rose by 11 per cent and 9 per cent, the report said.In
2023, business, professional, and technical services ac-
counted for 41.2 per cent of world exports of digitally de-
livered services, followed by computer services (20.5 per
cent), financial services (16 per cent), intellectual prop-
erty-related services (10.9 per cent), insurance and pen-
sion services (5.2 per cent), telecommunications services
(2.6 per cent), audio-visual and other personal, cultural,
and recreational services (2.1 per cent), and information
services (1.5 per cent).

‘Fating disorders are not lifestyle choices’: Why many
people share a complicated relationship with food

Kritika Ghai was first diagnosed with binge-eating
disorder when she was merely 12 years. Since birth, she
had an enlarged adenoid that blocked her nose pipe,
making her gain weight. Her suffering was further exac-
erbated by her inability to perform any kind of exercise,
owing to her irregular breathing patterns. As such, as a
child, she was put on various extreme diets to manage
her weight. This forced her to eat large amounts of food
— rapidly and secretively. “Not knowing what | was going
through, eating became a way to validate my emotions,”
she said, adding that the pandemic-induced anxiety only
led to her eating even more food during stressful and
lonely times.

Finally, she consulted a nutritionist who helped her
develop healthy eating patterns. Ghai was advised to not
curb her cravings and eliminate the difference between
‘good’ and ‘bad’ food in order to stop associating eating
with guilt and shame. “| started seeing my body as a struc-
ture that supported me and this perspective enabled me
to develop a healthy body image,” she said. Finally, after
years of battling with this binge-eating disorder, she has
developed a healthy relationship with food by eating regu-
lar meals, exercising and food-mapping, a technique
which involves charting your daily meals in a journal to
keep a track of what you're eating.Similarly, Pranshu
Mishra developed binge-eating disorder due to polycys-
tic ovarian syndrome (PCOS), stress, and an excessive
study load in eleventh grade. “You just don’t stop at one
single serving; you just mindlessly eat even if you feel
discomfort,” Mishra said, calling eating disorders “a tug of
war between the stomach and brain”.

While eating her favourite food induced happy hor-
mones in her body, she would feel immense guilt imme-
diately after consumption, leading her to starve herself
for hours before repeating the same cycle, she
admitted.Ann, on the other hand, developed bulimia — a
serious eating disorder marked by bingeing, followed by
methods to avoid weight gain — in 2007. “I have been a
chubby kid all my life because of which | faced a lot of
bullying. It reached a point where people made snide
remarks like ‘do people in your house get to eat food or
do you eat it all?’” or ‘go for a walk.” This massively af-
fected me, and | stopped eating in front of people,” she
told indianexpress.com. Owing to her condition, she used
to excessively work out which made her lose weight dras-
tically. “I felt very weak and light-headed all the time,” she
said.To understand more about the mental and physical
aspects of such eating disorders, we reached out to ex-
perts, who emphasised that these disorders are not
lifestyle choices. Dr Aparna Ramakrishnan, Psychiatry
Consultant, Kokilaben Dhirubhai Ambani Hospital,
Mumbai said, “Eating disorders are complex disorders
associated with significant disturbances in an individual’s
eating behaviours and related thoughts, emotions and
attitudes which impair their physical, psychological health

and psychosocial functioning. They can often be life-
threatening.” She highlighted that the exact causation is
elusive, but eating disorders are caused by a complex
interaction of genetic, biological, behavioural, psycho-
logical and social factors.Agreeing, Dr Meghana Pasi,
Nutrition Consultant, MyThali Program, ArogyaWorld
said, “Societal and peer pressure to achieve unrealistic
body standards as well as people with low self-esteem
and impulsive behaviour are at risk of developing eating
disorders.” The expert said that nutritional counselling,
psychotherapy and medications are some available treat-
ment options.Implementing these, Mishra sought nutri-
tional advice from a dietitian who asked her to eat at
regular intervals and practise mindful eating, a technique
which makes you pay closer attention to your food and
how it makes you feel, thereby helping you distinguish
between physical and emotional hunger. Alongside, she
also included physical activities such as swimming, yoga,
and exercise in her routine which made her feel better
about her body. “Earlier, people used to body shame me
and call me different names, but after developing self-
confidence, | am able to ignore their nasty remarks,” she
said.As for Ann, running was what changed her life for
the better as it became a mechanism for her to lose weight
in a healthy way, helping her achieve mental peace.

Talking about the same, Dr Ramakrishnan said, “Ex-
posure to media like fashion magazines, television and
social media mediate thin-ideal internalisation and can
be associated with the development of eating disorders.
More time spent or frequent use of social media means
more exposure to images, messages and peer interac-
tions which can propagate body stereotypes.” She fur-
ther explained that inaccurate visual media representa-
tion like the use of filters on photos and videos can raise
the risk of eating disorders.Moreover, after analysis of
videos and chat groups across social media platforms,
there is a worrying presence of ‘pro-ana’ and ‘pro-mia’
content which focus on anorexia and bulimia being
lifestyle choices (that are to be respected) rather than
being categorised as disorders, Dr Ramakrishnan said.
Agreeing, Dr Dinika Anand, Clinical Psychologist, BLK-
Max Superspeciality Hospital said, “Social media plays a
huge role in our relationship with food. On one end, so-
cial media projects the ideal body type and size, and on
the other end, it glorifies and celebrates food through
advertisements and food bloggers.”The experts stressed
that women are more likely to be affected by social pres-
sure and unfavourable evaluations of their physical ap-
pearance. Moreover, gender stereotypes, especially the
objectification and sexualisation of women, contribute to
the emergence of eating disorders among them. Re-
search published in The Journal of Treatment and Pre-
vention in 2012 concurs with this claim as it showed that
men are less likely to be diagnosed with an eating disor-
der even when they exhibit the same symptoms as women
because eating disorders are considered generally ‘fe-
male’ disorders.Here are some tips by experts that can
help manage eating disorders:

*Keep meals on track

*Eat small portions of meals throughout the day
*Stop starving

*Do not restrict your urges

*Delete or limit the usage of food delivery
applications*Scroll through social media mindfully by
engaging with body positivity and relatable content in-
stead of unrealistic and curated feeds

Hospital-themed restaurant in US criticised for
offering free meals to customers over 158 kgs

OYER 350 LBS EATS FREE I ‘i.}'.

A US-based restaurant, called Heart Attack Girill, re-
cently came under scanner after it reportedly gave free
food to overweight diners. Several viral videos on TikTok
and other social media platforms show potential custom-
ers lining up outside the controversial eatery in Las Ve-
gas to see whether they qualify for a free meal on a giant
weighing scale. As per the viral claims, anybody with a
weight of 158 kg or above was eligible for this offer.Soon
after the videos went viral, social media became abuzz
with people all over the world criticising the restaurant for
its dangerous offer, and other harmful services.A user
wrote, “ONLY in America will you have a restaurant called
‘Heart Attack Grill’. If you’re over 350 Ibs, you eat for free.
Dawg they got a burger with 40 slices of bacon... wif ??
This is why so many Americans suffer from obesity and
death via heart disease is sky high.”“One of the greatest
crimes of USian civilization — the ‘Heart Attack Grill’ of
Las Vegas is responsible for killing at least four patrons
with obesity alone. They sell among other items the 20,000

calories ‘Octuple Bypass Burger,” another added. Fun
Fact: There was a restaurant or something that was called
Heart Attack Grill and surprising enough it did give people
heart attacks and almost killed some people. Maybe next
time don’t go to a restaurant that has “heart attack” in the
name.— Sawyer Hageman (@guyfromabridge) March
8, 2023

“The existence of the heart attack grill is sickening
and disturbing to me,” a user wrote on the microblogging
site.Founded in 2005, this restaurant is famous for its
high-calorie and unhealthy food options on the menu.
With a controversial hospital theme, it refers to its cus-
tomers as patients with waiters dressed up as doctors
and waitresses dressed as nurses. If this wasn’t enough,
customers are supposed to change into their hospital
gowns after placing their orders.Some of their dishes in-
clude the Single Bypass Burger, the Octuple Bypass
Burger, Flatliner Fries, and Butterfat Milkshakes. Their
food items are available in “Single,” “Double,” “Triple,”
“Quadruple,” “Quintuple,” “Sextuple,” “Septuple,” and
even “Octuple Bypass” orders. Basically, if such food items
are eaten frequently, they can increase the chances of
one suffering from a heart attack. While patients who are
unable to finish their meals are subjected to brutal spank-
ings, finishing a Triple or Quadruple Bypass Burger will
earn the diners a chance to be placed in a wheelchair
and wheeled out to their vehicle by their “personal
nurse”.Several incidents of death and ill health have been
reported in relation to the consumption of the food served
by this restaurant. Despite repeated criticism and com-
plaints, Heart Attack Grill thrives on controversy as a
marketing strategy.

Is rabri-jalebi an effective

Ayurvedic remedy

Ayurvedic practitioners swear by different remedies
to help you combat lifestyle issues that mostly happen
due to poor diet, lack of sleep, and inadequate physical
activity. While they emphasise making lifestyle tweaks to
help you with various issues, they also highlight that one’s
body composition can play a huge role in their ability to
tackle various chronic issues. As such, we recently came
across a video post from ayurvedic practitioner Dr Mihir
Khatri explaining that rabri-jalebi, the delectable dessert
combination, can even serve as an ayurvedic remedy for
a few with migraine, a type of moderate to severe one-
sided headache.According to him, dawn is associated
with vata (air and space elements) which leads to pain.
As jalebi and rabri are “kaphavardhaka aahar®, or bring
balance to the doshas, they help combat migraine-re-
lated headaches. “Have hot jalebi with rabri. But only
continue for 1-3 weeks,” noted Dr Khatri.However, people

against migraine?

with diabetes or those who are lactose intolerant should
avoid it completely, he noted.

So, does the combination help?

Stating that one of the potential triggers for migraine
headaches is casein, a form of protein, Dr Avantika
Krishna Killa, naturopathy physician and founder,
Panchatattva said that casein found in dairy and dairy
products are a major trigger for most chronic diseases,
especially for those with a leaky gut.According to Dr Killa,
there are “better ways to manage migraine which is with
complete lifestyle change”.According to registered dieti-
tian Garima Goyal, however, no food or beverage can be
suggested just on the basis of a mere claim without suffi-
cient human trials involved. On top of it, this combination
has many disadvantages too, she said, listing a few:Leads
to chronic diseases — The use of refined wheat flour or
maida to make jalebis makes it an unhealthy option.
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Boney Kapoor says he lost 15 kgs because of
his kids Arjun, Anshula, Janhvi and

Khushi: ‘My kids are worried about me’
URUERING

Producer Boney Kapoor, whose latest film Maidaan
released in theatres today, has opened up about how he
has been taking care of himself amid all the promotional
activities. Boney revealed how his kids Arjun, Khushi,
Janhvi and Anshula are worried about his health and
added that they call him every day.

In an interview with Connect FM Canada, Boney
was asked how he is taking care of himself during the
hectic promotion schedules of Maidaan. He said, “In the
last six to eight months, | have lost around 14 to 15 kgs.
I’'m eating healthy food. I'm sleeping properly. I'm taking
care of my health. More than me, my kids are worried
about me, and they make sure that | take care of my

health.”

The producer continued, “Janhvi-Khushi, Arjun-
Anshula, all of them call me every day. | don’t count the
number of calls, but | have this habit of picking up every
phone call, even when they are not from my contact list. |
will pick up every phone call surely, and in case | miss
out, then I'll call back. But | have this tendency of picking
up every call that | get.”"Boney Kapoor’'s production ven-
ture Maidaan stars Ajay Devgn in the lead role. The film
clashed with Akshay Kumar and Tiger Shroff starrer Bade
Miyan Chote Miyan. Maidaan revolves around the story
of coach SA Rahim and his football team’s success at the
1962 Asian Games.

PVR-INOX stops screening Malayalam films
including Varshangalkku Shesham, Aavesham
and Aadujeevitham across India. Here’s why

It is currently festival season in Kerala, which is also
the time the Malayalam film industry flourishes. With the
Eid and Vishu holidays, filmmakers bank on the season
to release their projects for increased gains. However,
this year turned out to be a disappointment and a shock
as PVR-INOX has decided to boycott Malayalam films in
its multiplexes across India. Besides not screening new
releases Varshangalkku Shesham, Aavesham, Jai
Ganesh, and Marivillin Gopurangal, PVR has also taken
down Prithviraj’s Aadujeevitham, which has been doing
well at the box office.

The reason behind PVR-INOX’s drastic move is the
ongoing conflict between Malayalam filmmakers (and
theatre owners) and PVR-INOX regarding the Virtual Print
Fee (VPF). It is a charge paid to service providers like
QUBE for screening films in multiplexes. Kerala produc-
ers have opposed the fees for a long time now as it ends
up eating into the profit of the makers and theatre
owners.Speaking to The Indian Express, Subramanian
aka Evershine Mani, Secretary of the Film Distribution
Association of Kerela, unpacks the problem between the
two factions. “PVR has done a blunder. They shouldn’t
have stopped the films,” he begins.

“There are many service providers like QUBE, UFO,
Sony, and the likes. They provide virtual print for theatres
like PVR and other multiplexes, and they charge a fee
called VPF which is exorbitant. For one week, they charge
Rs 11,500. If it is for multiplexes with four or five screens,
they charge Rs 24,500. For one show, Rs 450... like that,
they have many schemes,” he revealed. To avoid this
cost, the producers council in Kerala came up with their
own service provider after a lot of training and studying
the technology.

“We started our own content mastering unit two years
back called PDC. Gradually, we are asking all theatres to
change to our content mastering scheme because our
charges are just Rs 3500 per week, Rs 5500 for a life-
time, and in multiplexes, it will be Rs 7500. This will hugely
benefit the producers, who are already losing money while
making the film and distributing it,” he said.The produc-
ers council has been providing virtual print services to
theatres for the past few years. However, since PVR-INOX
and other multiplexes have a contract with service pro-
viders like QUBE, they refuse to avail the service of the
producers council, which has led to the conflict. “These
multiplexes have a long contract with them and that says
they can’t use our technology. They also have a binding
clause in the agreement that they should not use any
other service,” Subramanian further revealed.

The producers council also claimed that any new
multiplexes in the state should only use their technology
and that became the reason for the problem to reach its
crescendo. The newly opened PVR-INOX theatre at Fo-
rum Mall in Kochi recently refused to use PDC. A nego-
tiation between PVR-INOX and producers council ended
up in a stalemate.On the other, Kamal Gianchandani, the
CEO of PVR-INOX, has released a statement claiming
that the Kerala film producers union is forcing them to
only opt for PDC. According to him, it goes against the
laws and is prohibitive under law. The official statement
read, “At the outset, we would like to express our sincere
appreciation to all our Producer and Distributor friends in
Malayalam Film Industry for their unwavering support for
the theatrical platform and their significant contribution to
the revival of theatres post Covid-19. No one holds greater
respect for all the Producers releasing their films in our
theatres than all of us at PVRINOX.”

Addressing the issue with the newly inaugurated 9-
screen PVR-INOX theatre in Kochi’s Forum Mall, he
wrote, “Our cinemas has been advised by the Associa-
tion to source Malayalam movie content exclusively
through one channel i.e. through the content mastering
and distribution network run by the association. Such an
action of forcing an exhibitor to procure content from only
one source is anticompetitive in nature and prohibited
under the law. As a law-abiding member of Indian Film
Industry, we are unable to comply with this

advice.”"However, according the Subramanian, the pro-
ducers council had asked PVR-INOX to share the screens
between PDC and other service providers. “For now, we
asked them to go with their service providers in the old
screens, but for new screens we want them to use our
service. We also asked to divide the screens between
PDC and other players. But they have abruptly stopped
screening all Malayalam films. This was a bad decision.
They have to remember recently all theatre owners sur-
vived because of three Malayalam films Manjummel Boys,
Brahmayugam, and Premalu. We are going to fight this in
court,” Subramanian concluded.Looks like PVR-INOX
theatres in Kerala and across India will not screen
Malayalam films in the coming days. It has to be seen
who is going to be affected by this boycott of Malayalam
cinema by the multiplex chain.

Maidaan report
Ajay Devgn-starrer pales in
comparison to Shaitaan, eams
around Rs 5 crore

Maidaan box office day 1 early report: Ajay Devgn-
starrer rakes in Rs 1.95 crore.Maidaan box office day 1
early report: Ajay Devgn-starrer crosses the Rs 5 crore
mark.The sports drama Maidaan, starring Ajay Devgn in
the lead role, hit theatres on Thursday. Despite the Eid
holiday, the film saw a slow start at the box office, earning
around Rs 2.72 crore on its opening day, according to
trade tracker Sacnilk.

Chronicling the life of Indian football legend Syed
Abdul Rahim, Maidaan’s collection got a boost on
Wednesday as it minted Rs 2.6 crore in paid previews,
bringing its total domestic collection to Rs 5.32 crore.
However, these figures are provisional, with final num-
bers for Day 1 set to be released at 10 pm.

Facing tough competition from Bade Miyan Chote
Miyan, which also released on the same date, Maidaan
struggled to match its rival’s success, as Akshay Kumar
and Tiger Shroff’'s action entertainer raked in Rs 10.54
crore (early estimates) on day one. Maidaan’s collection
also pales in comparison to Ajay’s last released Shaitaan
as it minted Rs 14.75 crore on its opening day.

Despite its box office performance, Maidaan has
garnered praise from both critics and audiences. Re-
nowned writer Javed Akhtar took to social media to laud
Ajay Devgn’s performance in the film, calling it a ‘must-
watch.’

He wrote, “It is a true story that will make every In-
dian proud of our certain national achievements that un-
fortunately most of us don’t know about. A must-watch.
Congratulations to producer Boney Kapoor, director Amit
Sharma and to Ajay Devgn who has given a mind-blow-
ing performance.”

Priyamani: ‘Nayanthara has balanced
her career so beautifully, got as much
importance as Shah Rukh Khan in Jawan’

Actress Priyamani has been garnering a lot of atten-
tion in Bollywood. After starring in the blockbuster Jawan
that featured Shah Rukh Khan, Priyamani started 2024
by featuring in Article 370. And now she is all set to be
seen in Maidaan opposite Ajay Devgn. Ahead of the film’s
release, Priyamani spoke to Indianexpress.com looking
back at her journey, the success of her latest films, and
female-centric films, and also sharing her opinion on
whether Indian cinema is still male-dominated.

Talking about how she deals with success, Priyamani
shares, “I have still not dealt with success yet. | am just
happy with the way my previous movies have turned out
and the response and love that has been given to us. Box
office numbers don’t matter to me much, somewhere down
the line if a film doesn’t do well, it does matter, but if
everyone else is happy that matters to me.”Further talk-
ing about getting validation from the industry, Priyamani
opines, “l don’t think | need that validity if a film is raking in
the box office numbers, whether it has earned a few 100
crores. | don’t necessarily need that to validate the place
I am at now. My work speaks for me. People’s love is the
validation for me.”

Commenting on the male dominance in Indian cin-
ema and how female-centric films are taking over,
Priyamani said, “It was there from the time even | entered
the industry, | have also done a lot of female-centric films
that might not have done as much as films fronted by
men. Very few female-centric films have done well in a
male-dominated industry. You can hand-pick a few even
if you count South films. A lot more cinema is coming up
now where women are carrying the entire film on their
shoulders.”

Priyamani further adds, “In the South as well, many
films have actresses in the front. Nayanthara is a classic
example, she has balanced her career so beautifully that
she is doing female-centric films that are doing well, then
she does a film like Jawan that is also did very well. She
was given as much importance as Shah Rukh Khan has
in the film. There is a beautiful balance she has created.
Others like Samantha are also doing quite when it comes

to delivering female-centric films that do quite
well.”Though Priyamani feels her life has not changed
much after the success of Jawan or Article 370, she says,
“There is no complaint, people have been approaching
but I am taking my time in choosing and saying yes to a
project. | just don’t want to commit to anything just be-
cause it's a Hindi film. | am very happy but still hungry to
do good work.”

Sharing if her approach towards choosing work has
changed now, Priyamani explains, “I am very clear right
from the start that the story needs to be good. | am not
saying that | am being approached for a movie where |
am supposed to romance the hero, | am not being offered
anything like that, though | would like to do that also. | will
never say no to that. | wouldn’t want to just be a part of
song and dance anymore, If the character has something
important to do, | would take it up. | have been there and
done that.”“Nowadays we are all quite secure in our space
and | don’t think the length of a role matters as much.
Storytelling and content is also very different right now.
There is a vast amount of stories coming from all over the
world. Times are changing and good stories are coming
up,” Priyamani addsPriyamani is also quite gung-ho about
Maidaan that released on Thursday. “I am waiting for
people to watch the film and travel with us on the roller-
coaster of emotions,” she says.

‘He started crying’: Amar Singh Chamkila’s song
writer recalls when the singer received threatening
letters, apologised in Amritsar for his ‘vulgar’ songs

Imtiaz Ali’s film Amar Singh Chamkila details many
chapters of the late singer’s life. In the film, when Diljit
Dosanjh’s Chamkila starts getting threatening letters com-
manding him to stop performing his ‘vulgar’ songs in
akhadas, he gets visibly worried about his and his family’s
safety. Much like the film, in real life too, Chamkila ran
into a government officer working in the Income Tax de-
partment, who later became the songwriter for his devo-
tional music album. The songwriter named Swaran Sivia
helped Chamkila in meeting with the seniors of the
‘Kharku Singhs’ who were orchestrating the threats.

In a chat with the YouTube channel RPD 24, Swaran
Sivia shared in Punjabi that when Chamkila showed him
the threatening letters back in 1986, he was quite skepti-
cal about their authenticity. “He wanted me to see if those
letters were true or if someone was trying to fool him,” he
recalled and added. “He showed me all the threatening
letters. One was from Bhindranwale Tiger Force which
was signed by Rashpal Singh Chandra. The other letters
were from Khalistan Commando Force and Khalistan Lib-
eration Force.”

Swaran said that after consulting with a few ‘Kharku
Singhs’ who happened to be in his village, he learnt that
the letters were genuine and Chamkila was visibly
shaken. In fact, when Chamkila was dropping him back
home in his Ambassador car, they happened to cross the
village of Rashpal Singh Chandra. When Chamkila
learned that they were so close to Chandra’s village, “he
was shaking, he lost his grip on the steering wheel for a
second.”Meanwhile, Swaran found a connection so
Chamekila could visit Amritsar and meet the seniors of the
‘Kharku Singhs’ at the Golden Temple. “They (the men
arranging the letter) said that proceed with caution. Tell
them that you will sing good and decent songs and they
won’t threaten you anymore,” he recalled.

Upon reaching the Golden Temple, Swaran said
that he first went in alone and sought their permission for
Chamkila to come in. “I told them that Chamkila is a soft
hearted man that if you look at him sternly, he might have
a heart attack,” he recalled and was assured that
Chamkila would be safe. When Swaran asked Chamkila
to join in, he started “crying.” “He said | am scared. He

was a little skeptical of me as well that | might get him
killed in Amritsar. | said they might have weapons but
they are not going to shoot you inside. They have made a
promise in front of Guru Granth Sahib, they won’t do some-
thing like this. He then gained some confidence.”

Swaran recalled the instructions he gave Chamkila
before entering the room. “I told him that you don’t touch
their feet. | said you only pray to god inside. When we
entered inside, Baba Wassan Singh Zaffarwal was stand-
ing so he immediately hugged Chamkila. He told him
that you have a roaring voice, you do the right thing, sing
some good songs. They did not scold him at all. Chamkila
folded his hands and apologised. He said | have made a
huge mistake, please forgive me. They said you apologise
to God and then speak to us. While praying, he offered
Rs 5,100 there,” he recalled.

Swaran said that as they were leaving the place,
Chamkila tried to give a donation of Rs 25,000 but they
refused. They suggested that he might as well donate it
to needy children.In the film too, Diljit's character
apologises as he leaves from Amritsar and promises the
seniors that he would stop singing vulgar songs. He even
does a couple of devotional albums too but soon after, he
resums singing his old songs.On March 8, 1988, Chamkila
and wife Amarjot were shot dead near Mahismampur
village in Jalandhar district when they were on their way
to perform at a function. Although militants were blamed
for their murder, the identity of the assailants and the
motive behind the killings remains a mystery.

Payal Kapadia’s All We Imagine as Light
is first Indian film in 30 years to make it to
Cannes’ competition section

In the festival’s 77th edition, Kapadia’s feature will com-
pete with the latest films by some of the biggest names in
world cinema. Francis Ford Coppola’s Megalopolis,

Writer-director Payal Kapadia‘s debut fiction feature
‘All We Imagine As Light’ will compete for the top honours
during the upcoming edition of Cannes Film Festival,
scheduled to be held from May 14 to 25. All We Imagine
As Light, Kapadia’s feature film debut, will be the first
Indian film to compete for Palme d’Or award after nearly
three decades. The last Indian film to be make it to this
coveted section was Shaji N Karun’s Swaham in 1994.

In the festival’'s 77th edition, Kapadia’s feature will
compete with the latest films by some of the biggest names
in world cinema. Francis Ford Coppola’s Megalopoalis,
Sean Baker’s Anora, Yérgos Lanthimos’s Kinds Of Kind-
ness, Paul Schrader's Oh Canada, Magnus Von Horn’s
The Girl With The Needle and Paolo Sorrentino’s
Parthenope too have been picked for the festival’'s com-

petition section, among others. Greta Gerwig, director of
Ladybird and Barbie, will preside over the jury.
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Paris 2024 track & field gold medal winners
will get paid — why is this significant and what  RR vs GT clash to surpass Virat Kohli and Sanju Samson?
does Neeraj Chopra say about it?

GNS News Agency, April 16

When a track and field athlete stands on the top of
the Olympic podium in Paris this summer, a gold medal
will not be their only prize. For the first time, they will also
be rewarded with a cheque. World Athletics announced
a cash prize of $50,000 (approx Rs 41.6 lakh) for each
gold medal winner at the Paris Olympics, which begins
on July 26. Four years later, at the Los Angeles Games,
all three medal winners will receive monetary benefits in
addition to a medal, the global body announced.

With this decision, the body headed by British track
and field legend Sebastian Coe partially shattered one
long-standing myth that is often romanticised about the
Olympics — that the athletes, unlike in other sports, are
amateurs.In tennis, football or cricket, athletes are paid to
play matches and rewarded with hefty bonuses and cash
prizes based on their performances. Sportspersons com-
peting at the Olympics are held to a higher standard and
expected to maintain the tradition where they compete to
uphold the ‘spirit’ of the Games. This concept was put
forward by Frenchman Pierre de Coubertin, the father of
the modern Olympics, who said that amateurism was
essential to the Olympic movement.

For half a century, it remained like that. The Interna-
tional Olympic Committee even punished athletes who
were caught receiving money. One of the classic ex-
amples of this remains that of the USA’s Jim Thorpe. The
pentathlete and decathlete was stripped of his gold med-
als in the two events in 1912 after it was found that he
received tiny payments from a baseball player two years
before the Olympics.Gradually, over the decades the IOC
loosened its position on the issue of Olympic athletes not
getting paid at all. The shift began in 1971 when it was
alleged that the Soviets financially supported their ath-
letes and by the time the 1992 Olympics came, the con-
cept was done away with after the USA fielded its ‘Dream
Team’ — some of the world’s highest-paid athletes who
played in a professional league.

Yet, till today the athletes do not get directly paid for
turning up or winning at the Olympics, unless it's from
their sponsors or the respective governments. This has
been a friction point for a while.For years, it's been held

that while almost everyone else involved in the Olympic
movement make money off it, the key actors — athletes
themselves — aren’t paid for their roles. Even the Olympic
bosses — from the IOC president to members to executive
board officials — make between $450 to $900 per day
while on official business.

The IOC said it redistributes 90 percent of the bil-
lions of dollars it makes in revenue back into sport. How-
ever, an Inside The Games report suggested that a frac-
tion of it goes back to athletes. A major chunk of the money
is distributed among the international federations and
other IOC operations.The International Federations are
placed in different brackets, depending on their perfor-
mance at a Games that is determined using various pa-
rameters, and the revenue is distributed accordingly.

For instance, according to a 2019 report in the Olym-
pic watchdog website Play The Game, athletics, gym-
nastics and aquatics were placed in Group A and were
entitled to receive $40 million each from the IOC. The
lowest category was E, where golf, modern pentathlon
and rugby were grouped with each getting $ 14.10
million.More than 50 percent of these federations depend
on the IOC dole to carry out their basic functions and
hence are left with very little money to distribute among
the athletes as prize money.Giving athletes their due

It leaves athletes in a precarious position. An Indian
Express investigation earlier this year showed that the
majority of India’s athletes depend on government jobs
for income to sustain their sporting careers.After the To-
kyo Olympics and Paralympics, the Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation (I0A) awarded Rs 75 lakh to gold medal winners,
Rs 40 lakh to the silver winners and Rs 25 lakh for those
who won bronze.

Before the Tokyo Games, NBC reported that more
than half of the USA’s Olympic hopefuls — 59 percent —
made ‘less than $25,000 during the year of their respec-
tive Olympics’, be it the Winter or Summer
Games.Although a majority of federations might not be
able to afford something like this, given they do not have
$2.4 million which a body like the World Athletics can
spare.By doing so, the Guardian noted that Coe-led World
Athletics also highlighted ‘the fact (that) in the 128-year
history of the Games it (I0OC) has never paid its stars to
compete in the biggest sporting show of all.’And that is
the sports politics side of this. Coe is among the candi-
dates to succeed Thomas Bach as the 10C president
when the German’s term gets over next year. This is Coe’s
way of giving the athletes their due.The amount offered
might not be much — a Neeraj Chopra might make more
from a 10-second commercial. But the message isn't
lost.As Chopra said, “Money-wise in athletics, there isn’t
the kind of money that is in tennis or football among other
sports. World Athletics’ decision to announce prize money
for gold-winning athletes at the Paris Olympics is a good
start. It’'s a good addition.”

Glenn Maxwell on Virat’s Kohli’s inclusion in T2(
World Cup squad: ‘I’m hoping India don’t pick him’

GNS News Agency, April 16

Even as discussions about Virat Kohli’s inclusion in
the upcoming T20 World Cup rumbles on, his Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru teammate Australia’s Glenn Maxwell
playfully said that he hopes India do not pick the former
captain in their squad which will turn out to be advanta-
geous to the other teams of the tournament.

“Virat Kohli is the most clutch player I've ever played
against. You see his career just stands as the most amaz-
ing tournament rap sheet. The innings he played us
against us in Mohali in the 2016 T20 World Cup is the
most amazing innings I've had played against me. It
changed the face of the whole game. He was hitting balls
to different areas on a wicket that was inconsistent. He
had the ability to change his hands position at the last
moment and flick it almost like a table tennis bat and time
it into the gap or over the fences. It's something that’s
unmatched around the world. His awareness is phenom-
enal,” Maxwell recalled in ESPN’s Around The Wicket
Show.

“It's been amazing to train alongside him and watch
him go about it. But | still have to play against him. So I'm
hoping India don’t pick him,” the Australian swashbuck-
ler added.Kohli has been in inspired form in this edition
of the Indian Premier League, slamming the first century

of the ongoing season for Royal Challengers Bengaluru
against Rajasthan Royals at the Sawai Mansingh Sta-
dium in Jaipur last Saturday.

Kohli notched up his hundred off 67 deliveries after
RCB was sent in to bat. Kohli thereby extended his record
tally of IPL hundreds to eight and an overall nine in his
T20 career.Kohli leads the list of batters with most hun-
dreds in IPL history with seven centuries in his career.The
35-year-old Kohli had recorded two hundreds last sea-
son while amassing 639 runs in 14 matches. Further-
more, the knock also marked his highest score against
RRin the IPL.

Virat Kohli’s dig at fans after hug with Gautam
Gambhir: ‘Tumhara masala khatam ho gaya’

GNS News Agency, April 16

Virat Kohli took a playful dig at fans who enjoy his
on-field tiffs with other players especially Gautam Gambbhir
and Naveen u Hagq, with whom the the former India cap-
tain has squashed his beef recently, saying that the
‘masala’ the fans wanted were over.

“People are disappointed because | hugged Naveen
Ul Haq and then Gauti pa hugged me. Tumhara masala
khatam ho gaya toh oo oo kar rahe ho. (‘Masala’ got over
for you),” he said in a recent interaction, whose video
became viral on X .Gambhir and Kohli recently shared a
warm moment between them before the Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru vs Kolkata Knight Riders match as the
Kolkata mentor hugged Kohli.

Coming into the match, the overall narrative was the
frosty relationship between the two individuals but the
hug at least for the time being, put the animosity to
bed.Last season in the IPL, in a nailbiting finish in
Bengaluru, Lucknow Super Giants pipped RCB by one
wicket. Gambhir was there in the LSG dugout this team
as the team mentor and the former India batter provoked
the home crowd with a ‘finger on his lips’ response at
them.

In the reverse fixture in Lucknow, Kohli returned the

gesture to the Lucknow crowd after an 18-run win. An on-
field tussle with LSG pacer Naveen-ul-Haq then carried
on after the game. Kohli was then approached by LSG’s
Kyle Mayers for a chat, when Gambhir intervened and
pulled his player away from the RCB batter. Soon, the
cameras caught Kohli and Gambhir in a heated exchange,
prompting a host of players from both teams to hop in and
control the situation.Last year during the World Cup, Kohli
and Naveen had shared a warm embrace and ex-
changed pleasantries in the middle of India’s win over
Afghanistan which earned praise from Gambhir as well.

What unique record has Shubman Gill broken during

GNS News Agency, April 16

Shubman Gill on Wednesday scored a sublime 72
of just 44 balls to help Gujarat Titans (GT) beat Rajasthan
Royals (RR) by three wickets in a close encounter. The
24-year-old during his innings also became the young-
est player in the history of the Indian Premier League
(IPL) to go past 3000 runs surpassing Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) premium batter Virat Kohli and RR cap-
tain Sanju Samson.

In addition to becoming the youngest to 3000 runs,
Gill also became the fourth quickest in terms of innings to
reach the mark equalling David Warner and Faf du
Plessis’s record.The youngster has already played a
couple of crucial knocks in the tournament for Titans and
is in contention for an orange cap as he scored 255 runs
at an average of 51 and a strike rate of 151.79 and is

behind Kohli and Riyan Parag (RR) in the race for the
orange cap.While Gill was looking in good form playing
his trademark crisp shots through off-side and down the
ground he did not have much of support from the other
end. “I am very impressed with Shubman Gill because,
again, he was not getting the kind of support that he would
have wanted at the other end. You want somebody to be
there to build a partnership. At the start of the innings, if
you have a bit of a partnership, it eases quite a bit of your
problems.” Sunil Gavaskar would observe on Star
Sports.However, the GT skipper on the night would keep
his composure and keep the GT in the game till the final
overs post which Rashid Khan and Rahul Tewatia would
take care of the rest of the task in the final overs by mak-
ing the unthinkable possible and hand RR their first loss
of the season after four matches.

‘Completely drained’ Adam Zampa on missing IPL
with Rajasthan Royals : ‘Not easy to spend 9 weeks
in India where I’m fighting for my spot in team’

GNS News Agency, April 16

Aussie spinner Adam Zampa reveled recently that
he opted out of this year's Indian Premier league (IPL)
due to being completely drained from playing cricket regu-
larly in the last year.“There are several reasons why the
IPL wasn’t for me this year. The most important one was
the fact that it's a World Cup year and I’'m completely
drained from 2023,” the player who was supposed to
represent the Rajasthan Royals, said on Willow Talk.

“l did the full IPL last year. Obviously, the World Cup
was three months in India as well. | had the best inten-
tions of trying to play the IPL again this year. But once
push came to shove, | felt like | just couldn’t really offer
the Rajasthan Royals the best version of myself and look-
ing forward to the World Cup, that's what's more impor-
tant to me, that'’s for sure,” the off-spinner who was part of
the Australian team which won the 50-over World Cup
last year, said.

“It came down to my decision being | probably need
to put my body and my mental health first. Then you throw
other things into the equation as well, like the fact that I've
got a young family. It's not easy to spend nine weeks in
India in my situation where I'm fighting for my spot in the

team as well. It’s not like | can say to myself, ‘Well, that’s
alright I've got 14 games to prepare for a World Cup’. |
don’t know whether or not that's going to be two games
or four games or six games,” he said.“l kind of worked out
that maybe just to rest, putting my family first, putting my
body first, was better for me,” he added.The Rajasthan
Royals are currently the table toppers in this year’s IPL,
having just lost their first match in 5 games against the
Gujarat Titans

Sanju Samson’s batting transformation:
Spin domination and six-hitting spree

GNS News Agency, April 16

As the Rajasthan Royals found themselves in a
dicey situation against the Gujarat Titans at home on
Wednesday, Samson commanded attention with an un-
beaten 68 off 38 balls that lifted his team to 196. Entering
in the fifth over, Samson picked his battles wisely against
lead spinners Rashid Khan and Noor Ahmad before
breaking free at the death.There were two contrasting
hundreds in the Rajasthan Royals-Royal Challengers
Bengaluru game last weekend, but it was a half-century
that caught the eye for more than one reason.

Samson’s 69 off 42 balls not only played a key role
in RR reaching the target of 184 with plenty to spare, but
also showed a new side of the captain’s batting — his
improved prowess against spin. He has been found want-
ing against tweakers in the past, but in that game, took
them down meticulously.When left-arm spinner Mayank
Dagar landed a length ball on the middle-stump line,
Samson stood outside leg-stump and effortlessly chipped
the ball over extra-cover for four. Anticipating a repeat,
Dagar followed up with a quicker delivery that angled in
sharply. Samson re-sent the ball to the extra-cover bound-
ary for a flat six, by charging down the track, making room
from a middle-stump guard and lofting the ball over the
ring — all in one motion with a high backlift and fluid
backswing.

Samson’s new-found strength against spin was born
in the confines of the Covid-19 lockdown in 2020. It was
then that a wiry batter decided to add “muscle mass” to
his frame, improving physically to boost his shots. Num-
bers seem to suggest that it has worked for the Kerala
batsman, even though it may have come at the price of
somewhat compromising his game against pace.Samson
Samson against pace since 2017: The backlift has taken
a significant upward movement over seven IPL seasons,
with a progressing open stance shaping into a crouched
position.

In the RR-RCB game, Samson began with diffident
footwork against the faster bowlers. In his previous out-
ing, the RR No.3 had lost his wicket to extra pace off the
surface against Mumbai Indians’ Akash Madhwal’s skiddy

length, as a tame dab away from the body dragged the
ball onto the stumps.RCB’s left-armer Reece Topley al-
most replicated the same with his first delivery — over the
wicket and angled across, as Samson lowered his bat for
an inside edge that whizzed past leg-stump. There was
not much trouble afterwards, against either pace or spin,
though Virat Kohli handed him a reprieve from an impul-
sive pull.

From 2013 to 2019 in the IPL, Samson aggregated
854 runs in 63 innings against spin at a lowly strike rate
of 122, averaging 28.46.However, in the five seasons
since, Samson has drastically improved his returns — 807
runs in 51 innings at a strike rate of 155.49 with a 50.43
average. Only four batsmen have scored more runs
against tweakers since 2020, but none of them possess
the combination of a 50-plus average and 150-plus strike
rate. His RR teammate Buttler is the only other batsman
to score over 500 runs with a 50-plus average and 150-
plus strike rate in the period.

To buttress his game further, Samson has smacked
over 100 sixes (103) in the IPL since 2020 — the only
batter to reach the mark, ahead of Buttler (92).“With a
higher backlift, the backswing gets an even better relay
to hit consistently through the line. That is evident in his
game, especially against spinners as it gives him extra
time to attack them. That swing has got better with this
change that he has made over the last few years,” re-
marks Bijumon N, Samson’s coach from
Thiruvananthapuram.Samson Samson against spin since
2017: The upright stance moves to a lower, crouched
position as the backlift shapes upward across seven
years.Bijumon says Samson, a natural stroke-maker,
decided to improve his power game to keep up with the
dynamics of the evolving T20 game. “T20s are not what
they used to be. The old 180s are now 200-plus scores.
More sixes are being hit. The necessity now is to hit more
boundaries and he has walked along that line to make
this transition to power-hitting.”"Samson’s technical over-
haul hasn’t been an unmixed blessing. It may have also
stopped him from having a blockbuster season on his
profile that could have strengthened his case for a longer
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